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1. Introduction
In the RAN-P#62 meeting, a new WI on WLAN/3GPP radio interworking has been approved [1]. One important issue of this new WI is to determine RAN assistance parameters for access netweok selection/traffic steering. This contribution provides our views on this issue.
2. RAN assistance parameters for access network selection/traffic steering
In the WID [1], the RAN assistance parameters are summarized as follows:


  Then the RAN assistance parameters may be assumed to include the following three parts:
(i) RAN assistance parameters to support access network selection/traffic steering for with and without ANDSF cases
(ii) RAN assistance parameters of WLAN identifiers for without ANDSF case
(iii) RAN assistance parameters of traffic routing information (e.g., offload granularity) for without ANDSF case
  Among these three parts, part (i) is assumed to be common for access network selection and traffic steering, while it is also assumed to be common for with and without ANDSF cases. Therefore, it is reasonable to consider (i) as an essential part of the RAN assistance parameters. This contribution focuses on part (i), the essential part of the RAN assistance parameters. 
  During last RAN2 meetings, there are many discussions on the essential RAN assistance parameters and some candidate RAN assistance parameters are provided in TR37.834 [2].  From operators’ perspective, the following candidate RAN assistance parameters are useful:
(a) RSRP/RSCP threshold

(b) RSRQ threshold

(c) Offload preference

  For access network selection/traffic steering, the RSRP/RSCP and RSRQ thresholds in unit dB/dBm are used to compare with the wireless link quantify of WLAN, therefore those thresholds are essential parameters. The offload preference (1 or 2 bits) is useful to provide access network selection/traffic steering for per user subscription class even when the RAN assistance parameters are broadcasted to the UE. For example, for bronze user class, access network selection/traffic steering is desired to be done just based on received signal strength (i.e., 3GPP offload is not considered). Whereas for golden user class, access network selection/traffic steering is desired to be done based on not only received signal strength but also 3GPP offload conditions. Such an individual access network selection/traffic steering can be realized via defining ANDSF policy with different combinations of the RAN parameters for per user subscription. Therefore, offload preference is an essential parameter.
Proposal 1: RAN2 should agree on that the essential RAN assistance parameters for Rel-12 consist of RSRP/RSRQ threshold, RSCP threshold and offload preference (1 or 2 bits).
    As indicated in the WID [1], in order to align with the WLAN/3GPP radio interworking, ANDSF should be enhanced with the above essential RAN assistance parameters. Figure 6.1.1.2-2 in [2] also shows an example of enhanced ANDSF MO. In order to make a good progress in ANDSF enhancement, it is necessary to provide the essential RAN assistance to SA2 as soon as possible. Therefore, we propose to send an LS to SA2 to indicate the essential RAN assistance parameters for ANDSF enhancement. Those RAN assistance parameters corresponding to WLAN identifier and traffic routing information need more time to discuss and can be sent to SA2 until the next RAN2 meeting.
Proposal 2: In order to make a good progress in SA2, we propose to send an LS to SA2 to indicate the essential RAN assistance parameters (RSRP/RSCP threshold, RSRQ threshold and offload preference (1 or 2 bits)). 
3. Conclusions
Proposal 1: RAN2 should agree on that the essential RAN assistance parameters for Rel-12 consist of RSRP/RSRQ threshold, RSCP threshold and offload preference (1 or 2 bits)..
Proposal 2: In order to make a good progress in SA2, we propose to send an LS to SA2 to indicate the essential RAN assistance parameters (RSRP/RSCP threshold, RSRQ threshold and offload preference (1 or 2 bits)). 
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For the Access Network Selection part:


Selected RAN assistance parameters transferred via system broadcast and/or dedicated signalling used within:


RAN rules defined within RAN WG specifications in case enhanced ANDSF is not deployed in the network or not supported by the UE.


ANDSF policies in case enhanced ANDSF is deployed in the network and supported by the UE.


RAN assistance information may be enhanced with WLAN identifiers in case ANDSF is not deployed or not supported by the UE.


For the Traffic Routing part: 


Selected RAN assistance parameters transferred via system broadcast and/or dedicated signalling used within: 


RAN rules specified in RAN2 WG specifications in case enhanced ANDSF is not deployed or not supported by the UE.


ANDSF policies in case enhanced ANDSF is deployed in the network and supported by the UE.


RAN assistance information may be enhanced with traffic routing information (e.g. offload granularity) in case ANDSF is not deployed or not supported by the UE


.









