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1. Overall Description:

RAN introduced several multi-carrier WIs for HSDPA in the past.

1. Rel-8 RANimp-DCHSDPA WI: Dual-Cell HSDPA operation on adjacent carriers.

2. Rel-9 RANimp-MultiBand_DC_HSDPA WI: Dual-Cell HSDPA in different bands.

3. Rel-10 DB_DC_HSDPA-Core WI: New configurations for Dual-Band Dual Cell HSDPA.

4. Rel-10 4C_HSDPA-Core WI: 4C-HSDPA in a single band or two different bands.

5. Rel-11 4C_HSDPA_Config-Core WI: New configurations for 4C-HSDPA.

6. Rel-11 NC_4C_HSDPA-Core WI: 4C-HSDPA operation in a single band but with non-adjacent carriers.

7. Rel-11 8C_HSDPA-Core WI: 8C-HSDPA in a single band or two different bands.

While DB-DC-HSDPA functionality was introduced in Rel-9, 4C-HSDPA functionality was introduced in Rel-10, and 8C-HSDPA functionality was introduced in Rel-11, additional band combination and configurations are often introduced in a later releases. In order to allow the usage of such an additional configuration in an earlier release without touching the core specifications of a frozen release, so called releases independent specifications are introduced (e.g. TS 25.317).  

The Rel-10 4C_HSDPA-Core WI has a number of configurations, for which requirements are specified in the Rel-10 TS 25.101 RAN4 specification. The Rel-11 4C_HSDPA_Config-Core WI has several new configurations, for which requirements are specified in the Rel-11 TS 25.101. However, the Rel-10 UE implementing 4C-HSDPA should be able to implement and support also these new configurations defined by RAN4 in Rel-11. This was overlooked so far.

Extending the TS 25.317 specification towards the 4C-HSDPA configurations was deemed to be technically misleading as the specification scope is limited only to the dual-band “1+1” configurations. RAN2 has decided to replace TS 25.317 and introduce a new specification TS 25.327, which will capture existing Rel-9 dual-band combinations and add missing Rel-10 4C-HSDPA configurations. It is also assumed that the new specification should be able to address Rel-11 8C-HSDPA and non-adjacent configurations.

The corresponding contributions for Rel-9 TS and Rel-10/Rel-11 CR are endorsed in R2-134500, R2-134501, and R2-134502, respectively.

2. Actions:

To RAN group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 would like to ask TSG RAN to approve the release independent TS 25.327 "High Speed Packet Access (HSPA); Requirements on User Equipments (UEs) supporting a release-independent frequency band and multi-carrier configuration" for Rel-9 and to approve the corresponding Rel-10 and Rel-11 CRs.
RAN2 would also like to indicate that the contents of the TS 25.317 Rel-9, Rel-10 and Rel-11 (versions of 2013-09) are merged into the related TS 25.327 versions so that TS 25.317 will become obsolete with the approval of TS 25.327.

To RAN4 group.

ACTION: 
Account for the fact that depending on the RAN decision the release-independent configurations for DB-DC-HSDPA and 4C-HSDPA will be covered in the new specification TS 25.327, and TS 25.317 will not be maintained.
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