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1. Introduction
The baseline control plane architecture has been decided in RAN1 [1]. This contribution looks at general signalling flow for SeNB operation including SeNB configuration/activation and deconfiguration/deactivation.
2.  Alternatives and Proposals
Alternative 1: CA-like procedure
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Fig.1: CA-like procedure

One alternative for enabling the inter-node resource aggregation is similar to the CA operation. Specifically,   the inter-node resource aggregation is configured by RRC and then activated by MAC signalling.
Alternative 2: HO-like procedure
Another alternative for enabling the inter-node resource aggregation is done in a way of handover procedure. Specifically, the inter-node resource-aggregation is configured and activated by handover command. In this handover command, the UE is not handed over from the source cell to the target cell, but the UE is configured with the target cell and also activated as an inter-node aggregated resource.
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Fig.2: HO-like procedure
Among two alternatives, the number of RRC signalling and Xn message is lower than CA-like procedure, meaning that HO-like procedure could reduce the signalling overhead and corresponding processing load, since Addition/Activation and Deactivation/Removal of SeNB is coupled with RRC signalling. However, considering that the activation/deactivation may frequently happen, the number of RRC signalling increases and causes the signalling overhead over the air. Therefore, CA-like procedure is better to be taken.
Proposal 1: RAN2 should adopt CA-like procedure for dual connectivity operation.
3. Conclusion

This contribution looks at a general signalling flow for SeNB operation including SeNB configuration/activation and deconfiguration/deactivation.
Proposal 1: RAN2 should adopt CA-like procedure for dual connectivity operation.
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