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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to inform RAN about the discussion that took place about decoupling of UL 64QAM from UE category.

Currently support for UL 64QAM is coupled with certain UE categories, i.e. only Cat.5 and Cat.8 UEs can support UL 64QAM. RAN2 discussed possibility of decoupling 64QAM from those UE categories.

As an outcome of the discussion, it was concluded that from upper layer signaling point of view, it is feasible to decouple UL 64QAM from the categories 5 and 8 and introduce a separate capability. However, the following issues were identified:
·  It should be discussed whether the capability would need to be separated per band or between FDD and TDD (this may depend on the outcome of RAN4 work);

· It needs to be ensured that the UE supporting UL 64QAM by default uses the legacy soft buffer size and only if configured by the eNB to apply UL 64QAM it uses the larger soft buffer (to ensure backwards compatibility with eNBs)

RAN2 did not agree whether or not this capability should be split and leaves the decision on whether and from which release this should be done to RAN plenary.
2. Actions:

To RAN group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 respectfully asks RAN to take the above into consideration when discussing whether to decouple.
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