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1 Introduction 
In the last version of 36.32,1 it is agreed in a note that:
NOTE:
A UE stores or maintain NTA upon expiry of associated timeAlignmentTimer, where NTA is defined in [7]. The UE applies a received Timing Advance Command MAC control element and starts associated timeAlignmentTimer also when the timeAlignmentTimer is not running.
This is considering the case when an SCell TAT expired but it receives a TA command MAC control element, so that it can still apply the TA command to restart associated timeAlignmentTimer. It was agreed that this case can be effective for small cell, lost or delayed TA MAC CE. However, when such an Scell is into transmitting a burts of data and the TAT expiry( eNB first TA command got lost for example), the SCell HARQ will be flushed and the SRS be released, although another TA command reception can restart the timeAlignmentTimer. Therefore, it is judicious, considering this case, to revisit the necessity to flush the HARQ and release the SRS in this condition.

2 Discussion
It is already agreed that when a TAT of an Scell is expired that the HARQ be flushed and the RRC be notified to release SRS. While this intention was aligned with previous releases and also with PCell behavior, it can be an issue in some situation. For instance, for an Scell that TA expiry while in the middle of transmitting a burst of data (possibly due to the fact that eNB sent a first TA command that got lost), the data transmission will be stopped and the HARQ content flushed although if the UE receives another TA command for that SCell, the TAT should restart. The main point is that HARQ flushing will make the data in buffer be lost and the data transmission restarted again, while this could be avoided, for example, if the HARQ was not flushed when the data transmission is resumed. Therefore, considering that this situation may happen in an SCell that eNB would want to resume data transmission by sending TA command instead of starting a RACH, the HARQ flushing and even SRS release may not be necessary. The HARQ flushing will empty data in the buffer that could be used for continuous transmission and the SRS release means another configuration of SRS after reception of TA Command. Therefore, we propose to observe some subframes time after TAT expiry of, at least SCell, before flushing HARQ and notifying RRC to release SRS.
Proposal 1: When SCell TAT is expired at subframe n, UE should wait for a number of n+x subframes before flushing HARQ and notifying RRC to release SRS.
Proposal 2: RAN 2 is asked to discuss the adequate number of subframes to observe before flushing HARQ and notifying RRC to release SRS after an SCell TAT is expiry..

3 Conclusion 

Based on the above discussion it is proposed that RAN2 considers the different proposals and discuss which solution is better to handle the case of HARQ flushing and SRS release when SCell TAT is not running. 
Proposal 1: When SCell TAT is expired, UE should wait for a number of x subframes before flushing HARQ and notifying RRC to release SRS.
Proposal 2: RAN 2 is asked to discuss the adequate number of subframes to observe before flushing HARQ and notifying RRC to release SRS after an SCell TAT is expiry.
