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1. Overall Description
RAN5 has been discussing for a number of meetings the correctness of the test scenario of the TS 36.523-1 TC 7.1.4.10 'MAC padding'. RAN5 is aware that the topic has been discussed as well in TSG RAN2 in regard to R2-124978 (a summary of the RAN2 discussion and conclusions was presented to RAN5 in [1]).
At RAN5#57 a CR aiming at reflecting the RAN2 conclusions was presented in [2]. The CR was however challenged on the ground of contradicting the core spec requirements in TS 36.321 section 6.2.1:

6.2.1
MAC header for DL-SCH and UL-SCH 

The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:

-
LCID: The Logical Channel ID field identifies the logical channel instance of the corresponding MAC SDU or the type of the corresponding MAC control element or padding as described in tables 6.2.1-1 and 6.2.1-2 for the DL and UL-SCH respectively. There is one LCID field for each MAC SDU, MAC control element or padding included in the MAC PDU. In addition to that, one or two additional LCID fields are included in the MAC PDU, when single-byte or two-byte padding is required but cannot be achieved by padding at the end of the MAC PDU. The LCID field size is 5 bits;

The above requirements were interpreted as allowing a single-byte or two-byte padding to be done at the end of MAC PDU when this is achievable.

Acknowledging the conclusion of RAN2#79bis on the topic, the statement in TS 36.321 section 6.2.1, and taking into account indications that there are already extensively IOT tested Rel-8 UEs in the market that are implementing single-byte or two-byte padding at the end of the MAC PDU, RAN5 would like to get guidance from RAN2 for a way forward.
2. Actions:
To TSG RAN WG2
RAN5 would like to ask RAN2 to consider the above facts and provide guidance on the way forward.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG5 #58


28 Jan – 01 Feb 13 Malta

TSG RAN WG5 #59


20 – 24 May 13 Fukuoka, Japan
