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1
Introduction
A non-backwards compatible asn1 change has been found affecting 25.331 Rel-9, Rel-10, and Rel-11 specifications.
2
Problem
Issue #0406 in [1] was implemented as a result of the Rel-10 asn1 review. 

	0406
	Editorial: RRC CONNECTION REQUEST ASN.1 indentation overflowing page width.
	Move RRCConnectionRequest-v940ext-IEs outisde the loop. Potentially adopt LTE's approach to avoid indentations. 
	3
	CR 4669

	
	
	[R2#73bis]:

E///: 1. We cant adopt LTE’s approach for the matter of consistency.

       2. We will follow the approach taken in CR3844 to break the 

           nesting.

	
	


However the CR in [2] removed an “OPTIONAL” from the asn1 syntax for RRC Connection Request (highlighted in yellow). 
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OPTIONAL
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OPTIONAL













}
OPTIONAL

This was approved in at RAN #52 (June 2011) and included in 25.331 v10.4.0. As a result, all versions of 25.331 in Rel-10 since then have contained the non-backwards compatible error. Also with the introduction of 25.331 REL-11 in Dec. 2011 the error propagated to all REL-11 versions.
Further, in the CR in [3], a new feature was introduced to release 9 after the Rel-10 freeze. In order to maintain forwards compatibility with Rel-10, some of the Rel-10 IEs were imported to Rel-9. As a result the error was copied to Rel-9 specification. This was approved at RAN #56 (June 2012) and is included in 25.331 v9.11.0. 
3
Conclusion
The non-backwards compatible asn1 change affects the following versions of the 25.331 specification:
	25.331 Rel-9
	25.331 Rel-10
	25.331 Rel-11

	v9.11.0 (Jun 2012)

v9.12.0 (Sep 2012)
	v10.4.0 (Jun 2011)

v10.5.0 (Sep 2011)

v10.6.0 (Dec 2011)

v10.7.0 (Mar 2012) **
v10.8.0 (Jun 2012)

v10.9.0 (Sep 2012)
	v11.0.0 (Dec. 2011)
v11.1.0 (Mar 2012)

v11.2.0 (Jun 2012)

v11.3.0 (Sep 2012)


**: current RAN WG5 test baseline

This means that any UE or network implementing the above versions of asn1 will not be compatible with other products in the field. The RRC Connection Request cannot be decoded at the network meaning the UE can never obtain a connection with the network.

Proposal: 

In order to address the issues a Rel-9 CR is provided in [4]. This, CR along with the corresponding cat.A CRs will correct the specifications from RAN #58/December 2012 onwards. 

In order to address Rel-9 and Rel-10, MCC will provide patches for the affected specifications (similar to what was done for v8.9.0).
As we can no longer modify the specifications a readme.txt file will be included in the corresponding zip-files explaining the necessary change. Also a corresponding note will be added on the corresponding 3GPP web page for 25.331. This sort of patching will be put in place before the end of Oct.2012.
It’s proposed not to patch the affected Rel-11 specifications as this is not yet frozen and cannot anyway be taken into use by UE or network yet.

Companies are advised not to use these affected specification versions, or if it is unavoidable then companies must patch the asn1 according to [4] in order to be compatible with legacy UE or network.
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