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1
Introduction
At RAN2#77bis meeting RAN2 received LS from GERAN 2, “Response to LS on Clarification to the handling of the RRC container during inter-RAT handover” (R2-121070/GP-120440).In the LS, GERAN2 indicated the misalignment among TR44.060, TS36.300 and TS36.331 on HO Command sent from target eNB to the source BSS during the inter-RAT HO preparation. Therefore, RAN2 sent LS(R2-121977) to indicate our agreement below.

1. The 36.331 HandoverCommand is an “inter-node RRC message” not intended to be sent to the UE. 


2. The source RAN node (e.g. BSC) should “unpack” the contained message (36.331 DL-DCCH-Message) and send this to UE in the source RAT handover message (e.g. 44.060 PS HANDOVER COMMAND). RAN2 understands that this is not aligned with the principle used for handover from GERAN to UTRAN.

However, GERAN sent a reply back to RAN2 (R2-122932/GP-120792) and refused to adapt the RAN2 agreement with the following reason. 
GERAN2 concluded that impacts on GERAN due to the need for adaptation to changes of the HandoverCommand message within the RAN specifications shall preferably be avoided.
This contribution discusses the issue again and reconfirms the RAN2’s earlier agreement.
2
Discussion
As already discussed at RAN2#78 meeting, there are multiple reasons for this decision.

1) Even though, GERAN2 considered that RAN2 had just changed the specificataion so that target eNB sends Handover Command message to source BSS instead of DL-DCCH-Message but this is clear from TS36.331 point of view already from Rel-8.

2) The case is inter-RAT handover from 3G/2G to LTE. Therefore source RAT should adapt the target RAT.

3) To perform the handover, source BSS shall make Source eNB to Target eNB Transparent Container IE which contains RRC Container. And this Source eNB to Target eNB Transparent Conainer is mandatory and criticality “reject”in 36.413. Therefore, it is unavoidable for source BSS to deal with ASN.1 code.

4) At RAN2#78 meeting, some companies already indicated that the behaviour of inter-RAT handover from 3G to LTE shall not be changed due to their implementation impact. Thus, if RAN2 accepts the proposal from GERAN2, target eNB should provide different message for inter-RAT handover depending on the source RAT. (i.e, for 3G, Handover Command message and for 2G DL-DCCH-Message) It is not very clear how the target eNB distinguishes the source RAT and making different message depending on source RAT and even eNB may be able to provide different messages depending on the source RAT, it is a very ugly solution for the target eNB. 
Based on the reasons listed above, it is proposed that the target eNB provides Handover Command message to the source RAT regardless the source RAT is UMTS or GSM.
3
Conclusion and Proposal
This contribution discussed problem raised in R2-122932 for inter-RAT Handover from GSM to LTE.

Based on the reasons in section 2, 
Proposal 1: It is proposed to agree that the target eNB provides Handover Command message to the source RAT regardless the source RAT is UMTS or GSM.
Proposal 2: It is proposed to send LS as in R2-123666 and to inform our conclusion to GERAN2.
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