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1 Introduction

In GERAN#54 and RAN2#78 there was discussion on the storage requirements for handling the dedicated priorities. During these discussions it was mentioned that the expected interworking scenarios agreed by SA5 and SA2 with respect to handling of the dedicated & default priorities should be such that the message contents can be downloaded to the RNC/eNB/BSC and it can be included blindly in the signaling messages to the UE/MS.

The primary reason given was that such design would allow RAN network elements to remain untouched and independent of the generic use of default and dedicated priorities and so, when the network evolves, the Operator need only update a small piece of data which could be passed more or less transparently by the network elements to the UE/MS. Without such a design, every time the operator requires to add another layer or another RAT there is a need for all network elements to be upgraded.
2 Discussion
When looking at the error handling of the information elements in RRC dedicated messages, it can be seen that any frequency or RAT passed in the IE X Y Z would lead to a syntactical error in the UE and the message being discarded. Given the general error handling of the UE it means that the IEs X, Y & Z need to be built knowing what the UE capability is (in order to avoid the error occurring).
Given the discussed intent of SA2/5 requirements the UE/MS should in fact ignore those frequency and RAT combinations it doesn’t support.

There are several advantages in following an interworking scenario from SA2/5. Firstly, it would mean that as new RATs are introduced existing equipment need not be upgraded.

We are aware that the addition of this functionality is late with respect to Rel-8 so we propose.

Proposal 1:
RAN2 discuss if such functionality is required and if so when such functionality could be placed in to the specifications.
3 Conclusion

The present error handling requires the network to ensure that the dedicated priorities given to the UE/MS in RRC connected state matches its capability.
This requires the network to always interwork the dedicated priorities and be aware of all the UE capabilities even if the network doesn’t support RATs or frequencies sent in the signaling.
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