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1. Introduction
In the #77 meeting, RAN2 discussed whether or not cells without TAGs belong to pTAG and the decision was postponed to future meetings [Ref1]. After that, some contributions were submitted to discuss this issue [Ref2], [Ref3], [Ref4], [Ref5]. This contribution looks at this issue.
	Open Issue (#78)

R2-122582/ R2-122308

-
Fujitsu thinks proposal 4 would only apply to an SCell with a configured UL. NSN thinks it should apply for all Scell with or without UL. Samsung wonders whether we agreed that it is possible to associate DL only SCells with an sTAG. Renesas thinks this would be good since it would allow the UE to use it as timing reference.
=>
Can discuss further if it should be prohibited to associate a DL-only SCell with an sTAG. (the signalling allows for it)


2.  Discussion and Proposal
It has been described in the current running TS36.331 agreed in [78#42] that:
TA group identity: Field mac-MainConfigSCell is introduced, including field timingAdvanceGroupId with value 1..3 (no value is signalled for SCells that are part of the primary TA group, as in REL-10).
This implies that SCell with configured uplink is always assigned to a TAG. The remaining issue and the unclear point is whether the SCell without configured uplink should belong to one of TAG.
In our understanding, the concept of the TAG has been introduced to support the CA with different uplink timings. Therefore, we think that an SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
Proposal: SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
3. Conclusion

With the above discussions, we propose below. In addition, the corresponding TP is attached in Annex.
Proposal: SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
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Annex (TP for the current running TS36.331 agreed in [78#42])
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

CSG member cell: for a UE in RRC_CONNECTED, a cell broadcasting the identity of the Registered PLMN or Equivalent PLMN and for which CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising of cell’s CSG ID and the respective PLMN identity.

Field: The individual contents of an information element are referred as fields.

Floor: Mathematical function used to 'round down' i.e. to the nearest integer having a lower value.

Information element: A structural element containing a single or multiple fields is referred as information element.

MBMS service: MBMS bearer service as defined in TS 23.246 [56] (i.e. provided via an MRB).

Primary Cell: the cell, operating on the primary frequency, in which the UE either performs the initial connection establishment procedure or initiates the connection re-establishment procedure, or the cell indicated as the primary cell in the handover procedure.

Secondary Cell: a cell, operating on a secondary frequency, which may be configured once an RRC connection is established and which may be used to provide additional radio resources.

Serving Cell: For a UE in RRC_CONNECTED not configured with CA there is only one serving cell comprising of the primary cell. For a UE in RRC_CONNECTED configured with CA the term 'serving cells' is used to denote the set of one or more cells comprising of the primary cell and all secondary cells.

TA group (primary, secondary): a group of serving cells that is configured by RRC and that, for the cells with an UL configured, use the same timing reference cell and the same Timing Advance value. The primary TA group is the TA group including the PCell. The other groups, if any, are referred to as secondary TA groups.
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