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1. Introduction
The running MAC CR [Ref1

].Ref1

] includes supporting the RAR reception on the PCell as part of the SCell RA procedure. However, there seems to be some unclear text regarding the RAR reception on the PCell. So this contribution looks at a possible text proposal and correction to the running MAC CR [
2.  Possible correction
The possible correction to the running MAC CR is related to the text regarding the TA command in the Msg2 for the SCell RA procedure in Subclause 5.1.4.
	5.1.4
Random Access Response reception

(omit this part)

-
If a downlink assignment for this TTI has been received on the PDCCH for the RA-RNTI and the received TB is successfully decoded, the UE shall regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap:

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Backoff Indicator subheader:

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE as indicated by the BI field of the Backoff Indicator subheader  and Table 7.2-1.

-
else, set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms.

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Random Access Preamble identifier corresponding to the transmitted Random Access Preamble (see subclause 5.1.3), the UE shall:

-
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;

-
process the received Timing Advance Command (see subclause 5.2);
-
indicate the preambleInitialReceivedTargetPower and the amount of power ramping applied to the latest preamble transmission to lower layers (i.e., (PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER – 1) * powerRampingStep);

-
process the received UL grant value and indicate it to the lower layers as the UL grant for the serving cell where the Preamble was transmitted;
(omit this part)


The TA command handling is specified in Subclause 5.2.
	5.2
Maintenance of Uplink Time Alignment

The UE has a configurable timer timeAlignmentTimer per Timing Advance Group. The timeAlignmentTimer is used to control how long the UE considers the Serving Cells belonging to the associated Timing Advance Group to be uplink time aligned [8].

The UE shall:

-
when a Timing Advance Command MAC control element is received:

-
apply the Timing Advance Command for the indicated Timing Advance Group;

-
start or restart the timeAlignmentTimer associated with the indicated Timing Advance Group.

-
when a Timing Advance Command is received in a Random Access Response message for a serving cell belonging to a Timing Advance Group:
-
if the Random Access Preamble was not selected by UE MAC:

-
apply the Timing Advance Command for this Timing Advance Group;

-
start or restart the timeAlignmentTimer associated with this Timing Advance Group.

- 
else, if the timeAlignmentTimer associated with this Timing Advance Group is not running:

-
apply the Timing Advance Command for this Timing Advance Group;
-
start the timeAlignmentTimer associated with this Timing Advance Group;

-
when the contention resolution is considered not successful as described in subclause 5.1.5, stop the timeAlignmentTimer associated with this Timing Advance Group.
 (omit this part)


The text in Subclause 5.2 specifies that the TA command in the RAR shall apply to a serving cell belonging to a TAG. However, from the UE MAC point of view, whether the TA command in the RAR is applied to the pTAG or the SCell where the preamble was transmitted is unclear since there is no TAG ID in the TA command in the RAR.
To clarify this, we think that in the MAC specification it is better to specify that the RAR itself would be applied to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted. This could ensure that both the TA command in the RAR and the uplink grant in the RAR could be applied to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted.
Proposal: RAN2 is asked to update the running MAC CR so that the RAR itself shall apply to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted to clarify that both the TA command in the RAR and the uplink grant in the RAR shall be applied to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted.
The text proposal is provided below.
	5.1.4
Random Access Response reception

(omit this part)

-
If a downlink assignment for this TTI has been received on the PDCCH for the RA-RNTI and the received TB is successfully decoded, the UE shall regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap:

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Backoff Indicator subheader:

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE as indicated by the BI field of the Backoff Indicator subheader  and Table 7.2-1.

-
else, set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms.

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Random Access Preamble identifier corresponding to the transmitted Random Access Preamble (see subclause 5.1.3), the UE shall:

-
consider this Random Access Response reception successful and as the Random Access Response for the serving cell where the Preamble was transmitted;

-
process the received Timing Advance Command (see subclause 5.2);
-
indicate the preambleInitialReceivedTargetPower and the amount of power ramping applied to the latest preamble transmission to lower layers (i.e., (PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER – 1) * powerRampingStep);

-
process the received UL grant value and indicate it to the lower layers;
(omit this part)


3. Conclusion

With the above discussions, we propose that:
Proposal: RAN2 is asked to update the running MAC CR so that the RAR itself shall apply to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted to clarify that both the TA command in the RAR and the uplink grant in the RAR shall be applied to the serving cell where the preamble was transmitted.
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