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1. Introduction
In the #77 meeting, RAN2 discussed if cells without TAGs belong to pTAG but the decision was postponed to future meetings [Ref1]. After that, some contributions were submitted regarding this issue [Ref2], [Ref3], [Ref4]. This contribution looks at this issue to see if there could be an SCell which doesn’t belong to a TAG.
	Open Issue (#77)

Cell without TAG assignment belongs to pTAG

-
Huawei: Cell without TAG assignment is RRC configuration issue.

-
Nokia: it is premature to decide now.


2.  Discussions and Proposal
SCell with configured uplink

As described in the current running MAC CR, a UE is expected to receive the TA command with the TAG ID. In addition, a Rel-11 UE accessing a Rel-10 network receives the TA command without TAG ID and instead receives TA command with two R bits (which are set to “00”). This means that the “00” is anyway regarded as the pTAG ID for the Rel-11 UE so that the TA command would be applied to the pTAG. Therefore, we think that an SCell with configured uplink should be always assigned to a TAG.
Proposal 1: SCell with configured uplink should be always assigned to a TAG.
SCell without configured uplink
There could be an SCell without a configured uplink. In this case, the above arguments couldn’t be applied to this case since the UE doesn’t receive the TA command for the uplink timing alignment. In addition, the concept of the TAG has been introduced to support the CA with different uplink timings. Therefore, we think that an SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
Proposal 2: SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
3. Conclusion

With the above discussions, we propose that:
Proposal 1: SCell with configured uplink should be always assigned to a TAG.
Proposal 2: SCell without configured uplink should not be assigned to a TAG.
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