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Introduction

Since before the RAN#53 meeting in Fukuoka, there has been an ongoing disagreement on the requirement for Wideband SRS for NBPS. 

Discussion

At least two companies have repeatedly expressed a strong belief that the ongoing work in all working groups should align with the very lengthy “evaluation” done in RAN1, which evaluated NBPS based solely on Wideband SRS for the SRS cases, and that any additional cases proposed should be proven before being included.  We also have at least two companies (companies that originally argued to drop the SPS hybrid method due to the favourable results of the Wideband SRS-based simulations) that have expressed a strong belief that the RAN1 work should not guide the remaining work.  

Following a logical path through the testing, results and decisions, all based on Wideband SRS, it is clear that only Wideband SRS has been proven to meet the stringent FCC requirements when the SRS method is used.

It has been noted during the discussions on NBPS (as well as other work items at the meetings) that issues like this may be settled in the field, however, that is inappropriate in this case for two reasons:

1. It increases the number of variables at the time of testing and deployment, which runs counter to the goals of establishing clearly defined conditions of interoperability and settling issues in advance to reduce the complexity (including length of deployment, costs, and failures) in the field; and

2.  It places control of the interface elements required to deploy NBPS with standalone LMUs in the hands of RAN vendors, who also are potential competitors in the market for location services; 

TruePosition has invited other companies to investigate the possibility of achieving the necessary accuracy with narrowband SRS in parallel with the ongoing work on this work item; however, due to the excessive delays already placed on this work item and the extensive testing which has already proven the Wideband SRS case, the work in RAN2/3/4 should proceed without further delays from any additional RAN1 activity.
Recommendations

TruePosition recommends aligning the ongoing specification work in all working groups with the RAN1 simulation work at this time.  If other companies still question whether further studies are needed to determine if there are cases that may not require Wideband SRS to achieve the required results, they may certainly contribute to RAN1 to begin a study on those cases, while the work in RAN2/3/4 continues in parallel based on the initial work in RAN1. 
