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9.1.5
MAC PDU (E-DCH)

There are two different MAC PDU formats for E-DCH. Depending on configuration by upper layers the format is either MAC-e/es or MAC-i/is. The MAC PDU format is determined by upper layer signalling [7].

When MAC-e/es is configured, there are two MAC sublayers, MAC-e and MAC-es. MAC-es sits on top of MAC-e and receives PDUs directly from MAC-d. MAC-es SDUs (i.e. MAC-d PDUs) of the same size, coming from a particular logical channel are multiplexed together into a single MAC-es payload. There is one and only one MAC-es PDU per logical channel per TTI (since only one MAC-d PDU size is allowed per logical channel per TTI). To this payload is prepended the MAC-es header (see subclause 9.2.4.1). The number of PDUs, as well as the one DDI value identifying the logical channel, the MAC-d flow and the MAC-es SDU size are included as part of the MAC-e header. In case sufficient space is left in the E-DCH transport block or if Scheduling Information needs to be transmitted, an SI will be included at the end of the MAC-e PDU (see subclause 9.2.4.2). Multiple MAC-es PDUs from multiple logical channels, but only one MAC-e PDU can be transmitted in a TTI.

In the example MAC-e PDU shown in figure 9.1.5.2a, the field DDI0 is referring to the specific DDI value that indicates that there is an SI included in the MAC-e PDU (see subclause 9.2.4.2). This header will not be associated with a new MAC-es payload. Figure 9.1.5.2b shows the MAC-e PDU format when SI is sent alone. In this case DDI0 is not included in the MAC-e PDU and E-TFCI value 0 is used.
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Figure 9.1.5.1 MAC-es PDU
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Figure 9.1.5.2a: MAC-e PDU
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Figure 9.1.5.2b: MAC-e PDU (SI is sent alone)

When MAC-i/is is configured, there are two MAC sublayers, MAC-i and MAC-is. MAC-is sits on top of MAC-i and receives PDUs directly from MAC-d and MAC-c (FDD and 1.28 Mcps TDD only). When MAC-i/is is configured, a MAC PDU for E-DCH consists of one MAC-i header and one or more MAC-is PDUs. Each MAC-is PDU consists of one or more MAC-is SDUs belonging to the same logical channel. Each MAC-is SDU equals a complete or a segment of a MAC-d PDU or a MAC-c PDU (FDD and 1.28 Mcps TDD only). The MAC-is SDUs can have different sizes. The LCH-ID and L fields are repeated per MAC-is SDU (see subclause 9.2.4.4). The TSN and SS fields are repeated per MAC-is PDU (see subclause 9.2.4.3). Multiple MAC-is PDUs from multiple logical channels, but only one MAC-i PDU can be transmitted in a TTI. In case sufficient space is left in the E-DCH transport block or if Scheduling Information needs to be transmitted, an SI will be included at the end of the MAC-i PDU (see Figure 9.1.5.4a and subclause 11.9.1.5 and subclause 11.8.1.6). For FDD and in CELL_FACH state only, the UE’s E-RNTI can be included in the MAC-i header. Its inclusion is signalled with a reserved LCH-ID value.
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Figure 9.1.5.3 MAC-is PDU. 
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Figure 9.1.5.4a: MAC-i PDU.
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Figure 9.1.5.4b: MAC-i PDU (SI is sent alone)
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Figure 9.1.5.4c: MAC-i header part for E-RNTI transmission (FDD only)
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Figure 9.1.5.4c-1: MAC-i PDU (SI is sent alone before contention resolution) (FDD only)
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Figure 9.1.5.4d: MAC-c PDU with CRC for CCCH transmissions (FDD and 1.28 McpsTDD only)
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