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Discussion and Decision
1 Introduction
In R10, operation is intra-band and all serving cells are co-located.  In this case, it is reasonable to assume that fading is correlated amongst the cells and, therefore, changes in pathloss for these cells would be similar.  For example if a large increase in pathloss is experienced for one cell, a corresponding large increase would be expected on another cell.  The same would apply for a decrease. For these reasons a single pathloss reference is sufficient in R10.

For R11, inter-band operation is to be supported as well as operation with remote radio heads (RRH) where serving cells will not be co-located.  In these cases, fading is uncorrelated and pathloss changes on one cell would be unrelated to changes on another cell. For these reasons more than one pathloss reference will be needed in R11.  

For R10 inter-band operation, MPR and A-MPR are defined to be the same for all of a UE’s serving cells and for the UE as a whole.  For R11 inter-band operation, however, these values are cell specific and there is no relationship between the cell specific values themselves and between the cell specific values and the overall UE values. Also for allowed power reduction for power management (P-MPR) with inter-band operation, it is expected to be the same on all serving cells in the same band, but may be quite different or non-existent for the cells in different bands. A consequence of this is that a UE’s Pcmax,c values for interband cells are independent of each other and Pcmax cannot be determined from the Pcmax,c values of the different cells.
In this contribution we consider the impact of these differences on PHR triggering and what information is conveyed in PHR reports.
2 Discussion
PHR Triggers and Timers
When a PHR is sent, at least one CC will provide a real PH since there must be a PUSCH to send the PHR. For intra-band, this is sufficient for providing the eNB scheduler with pathloss and power management information since the CCs will act similarly with respect to these effects, as described above.  The real PH will account for pathloss, and the power management reduction effects will be included in the signalled Pcmax,c.

In the case of inter-band and RRHs, pathloss and pathloss changes may be very different on the CCs, and for inter-band the power reductions may be very different.

First we consider pathloss changes.  When a pathloss change triggers PHR for a CC in a given band or location, the resulting report may have real or virtual PH for the CC in the band or location that triggered the PHR.  Real PH would, obviously, provide the pathloss information, so we consider the case of virtual PH.  Recalling the definition of virtual PH, e.g.,:
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,  P0_PUSCH,c, αc , and fc(i) (except for the effect of any TPC bit errors) are known to the eNB, we can see that virtual PHR provides pathloss information (PLc) to the eNB. As both real and virtual PHR provide pathloss information, this is not a problem.

Observation 1: When triggered by pathloss change, the existing PHR will provide necessary pathloss information to the eNB scheduler for R11 inter-band and RRH scenarios.

Next we consider P-MPR changes.  When a P-MPR change triggers PHR for a CC in a given band, by definition, the trigger requires PH to be real which will result in Pcmax,c being signalled for that CC; If the trigger occurs, the P-MPR effect can be derived from the signalled Pcmax,c included in the PHR for the band(s) experiencing the change in power management backoff.  
Observation 2: When triggered by power management change, the existing PHR will provide necessary power management information to the eNB scheduler for R11 inter-band and RRH scenarios.

Proposal 1: Existing pathloss and power management triggered PHR reports are sufficient for inter-band scenarios.

There is, however, for inter-band, the possibility that triggers may be happening, potentially often, in one band, such as pathloss changes, that may delay or obscure P-MPR and MPR changes in the other band.  If when a PHR is sent, the PH for the cells in one of the bands is virtual, P-MPR and MPR changes in that band would not be known to the eNB (since P-MPR and MPR are set to 0 for the virtual PH) and Pcmax,c would not be reported for cells in that band.
In R10 intra-band this is not an issue since all PHR will provide at least one Pcmax,c value for the single band from which P-MPR and MPR can be derived.
For the case of MPR information not being conveyed in the PHR, it could be argued this is not so significant since it is expected the eNB scheduler will track and estimate MPR changes in the UE. This aspect is one reason an MPR change PHR trigger is not needed. But in order to accomplish this, the eNB needs to receive multiple PHR with MPR information from the reported Pcmax,c. In the case of R11 inter-band, this learning of how the UE applies MPR backoff could be further delayed compared to R10 since the MPR effect will not always be reported in each PHR, and the prohibit timer could potentially further delay other triggers that may have provided the MPR information for that band.
For the case of P-MPR, one could expect that when the next real transmission occurs on a cell experiencing a P-MPR change, the PHR would then be triggered to provide the necessary power management information to the scheduler.  This report, however, could potentially be delayed by the prohibit timer restarted by a pathloss or P-MPR trigger on the other band.
For example when a PHR is sent, the prohibit timer is restarted, blocking additional reports which would otherwise have been triggered during that time.  Consider the scenario: CC1 is in band 1 and CC2 is in band 2.  P-MPR changes are occurring on band 2.  Pathloss is changing on either CC causing triggers whenever the prohibit timer expires.  A pathloss trigger, which requires real PH on any CC, results in PHR with real PH for CC1 and virtual for CC2 and then the prohibit timer is started.  Following the next expiry, the same thing may happen and PH for CC2 may be virtual again. P-MPR changes on band 2 are not reported.  It should also be noted that MPR changes on band 2 would also not be reported during this period.

Observation 3: For inter-band scenarios MPR and P-MPR information for a given band will not be conveyed to the eNB when PHR is triggered while there are only virtual transmissions in that band. 
Compared to R10 reporting of MPR and P-MPR information may be further delayed due to the prohibit timer.
Proposal 2: RAN2 to consider PHR reports will not provide MPR and P-MPR for inter-band scenarios when there is no real transmission within the band, where this information is always conveyed for intra-band scenarios since there must always be at least one real transmission.
At RAN2 #75 it was proposed [3] to not provide PHR for SCells that are activated but not UL synchronized and to delay the PHR that would, per R10 rules, be triggered upon Scell activation until the SCell is UL synchronized. These proposals would be aligned with the principle of the R10 decision to not provide PHR for deactivated SCells in the respect that UL transmission cannot be performed and therefore PHR is not useful. 

Also at RAN2 # 75 [4]  it has been agreed upon a TAG TAT expiration just SRS transmission is stopped and UL HARQ buffers flushed, allowing for DL transmissions to continue without the overhead and processing required for UL transmission. Since SRS and PHR are needed for proper UL scheduling it would make sense to treat both consistently by also stopping reporting of PHR for SCells within an activated but unsynchronized TAG.

Observation 4: Not reporting PHR for activated but not UL synchronized SCells would be aligned with stopping other UE operations that provide UL scheduling information for the eNB while the UE may not transmit in the UL.
Proposal 3: RAN2 to consider treating PHR reporting for SCell activated but not UL synchronized the same as for SCell deactivated.
This proposal alone, however, does not address the issue that when the PHR is triggered, the Scell for which the PHR is desired may be virtual, which for an inter-band Scell results in no MPR/A-MPR/P-MPR being conveyed to the scheduler (as discussed earlier).  Therefore if we leave this triggering as is, scheduler MPR learning/tracking and for the scheduler to be aware of P-MPR would be delayed in R11 inter-band relative to R10 intra-band operation. An alternative to achieve the same level of performance as in R10 would be for inter-band scenarios to trigger PHR upon SCell activation only once a real transmission exists to ensure a real PHR providing MPR/A-MPR/P-MPR is included for the Scell. 
If not reporting PHR for activated but not UL synchronized is considered useful, then adding a real PHR triggering requirement as we have with other PHR triggers would have the added benefit of avoiding the need to add a new UL synchronization requirement to PHR triggering.

Regardless of whether a synchronization or a real transmission requirement is added for the inter-band activation trigger, there is a delay incurred in providing pathloss information to the scheduler,  although only a small period of this delay is likely to occur while the SCell is activated and the reported pathloss information would be more up to date. Relative to the choice between adding an UL synchronization or real transmission requirement, it is recognized that virtual PHR provides pathloss information so there is a trade-off between providing some information to the scheduler early (i.e. pathloss information) vs. waiting to provide the more complete information (i.e. addition of MPR/A-MPR, P-MPR....).  The incremental delay from UL sync to real transmission, however, is expected to be short since the network will likely initiate UL sync when its intent is to schedule the Scell immediately or soon thereafter.
Proposal 4: RAN2 to consider adding an UL synchronization or real transmission requirement to the inter-band SCell activation PHR trigger.
3 Conclusion
In this contribution PHR triggers have been reviewed and the following conclusions have been reached:

Observation 1: When triggered by pathloss change, the existing PHR will provide necessary pathloss information to the eNB scheduler for R11 inter-band and RRH scenarios.

Observation 2: When triggered by power management change, the existing PHR will provide necessary power management information to the eNB scheduler for R11 inter-band and RRH scenarios.

Proposal 1: Existing pathloss and power management triggered PHR reports are sufficient for inter-band scenarios

Observation 3: For inter-band scenarios MPR and P-MPR information for a given band will not be conveyed to the eNB when PHR is triggered while there are only virtual transmissions in that band. 
 Compared to R10 reporting of MPR and P-MPR information maybe further delayed due to the prohibit timer.
Proposal 2: RAN2 to consider PHR reports will not provide MPR and P-MPR for inter-band scenarios when there is no real transmission within the band, where this information is always conveyed for intra-band scenarios since there must always be at least one real transmission.
Observation 4: Not reporting PHR for activated but not UL synchronized SCells would be aligned with stopping other UE operations that provide UL scheduling information for the eNB while the UE may not transmit in the UL.

Proposal 3: RAN2 to consider treating PHR reporting for SCell activated but not UL synchronized the same as for SCell deactivated.

Proposal 4: RAN2 to consider adding an UL synchronization or real transmission requirement to the inter-band SCell activation PHR trigger.
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