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1.    Introduction

In the RAN2#74 meeting, companies (including Vodafone, Orange, Magnolia, and others) have proposed to explore ways to apply network control feature to be incorporated in lower Releases, We believe that when addressing REL 7 and up, such feature are feasible and desirable and in this contribution, we request that the group will come up with a proposed CR outlining this feature.
2.    Applying network control for OL ULTD to previous releases 

The work item (WI) for “Uplink Transmit Diversity for HSPA” was approved in RAN#50 [1]. The WI consists of two parts: (1) open-loop UL TD for HSPA which does not require any new standardized dynamic feedback signaling between network and UE and (2) closed loop ULTD for HSPA.  The WI was scheduled for release 11. One of the reasons for the WI to include the Open Loop ULTD is to let legacy networks (pre-release 11) get benefit from the UL Tx diversity.  Network control function for the OL ULTD, to be specified by RAN2, should be hence back compatible to the release as early as possible. 

Consequently, once REL -11 OLTD and CLTD WI is completed, Operators will have the option to implement either one of them for REL-11 capable NodeBs and UEs, as well as using REL-11 UEs OLTD feature while operating in networks that Operate with lower releases. Such operation on lower releases NodeBs will require upgrades referred to as ‘network control’ which is a non-dynamic OLTD on/off feature, as well as compatible hooks in the UEs, facilitating handshake with such signalling. 
Specifically, it is proposed to apply the network control function for OL ULTD backward compatibility to REL 7 and on.
3.    Conclusion

We offer Release 7 to be the assumptions of the RAN2 #75 discussions on the network control function for OL ULTD.
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