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5.5
Carrier Aggregation

In Carrier Aggregation (CA), two or more Component Carriers (CCs) are aggregated in order to support wider transmission bandwidths up to 100MHz. A UE may simultaneously receive or transmit on one or multiple CCs depending on its capabilities:

-
A Rel-10 UE with reception and/or transmission capabilities for CA can simultaneously receive and/or transmit on multiple CCs corresponding to multiple serving cells;

-
A Rel-8/9 UE can receive on a single CC and transmit on a single CC corresponding to one serving cell only.

CA is supported for both contiguous and non-contiguous CCs with each CC limited to a maximum of 110 Resource Blocks in the frequency domain using the Rel-8/9 numerology.

It is possible to configure a UE to aggregate a different number of CCs originating from the same eNB and of possibly different bandwidths in the UL and the DL.

-
The number of DL CCs that can be configured depends on the DL aggregation capability of the UE;

-
The number of UL CCs that can be configured depends on the UL aggregation capability of the UE;

-
It is not possible to configure a UE with more UL CCs than DL CCs;

-
In typical TDD deployments, the number of CCs and the bandwidth of each CC in UL and DL is the same.

CCs originating from the same eNB need not to provide the same coverage.

CCs shall be LTE Rel-8/9 compatible. Nevertheless, existing mechanisms (e.g. barring) may be used to avoid Rel-8/9 UEs to camp on a CC.

The spacing between centre frequencies of contiguously aggregated CCs shall be a multiple of 300 kHz. This is in order to be compatible with the 100 kHz frequency raster of Rel-8/9 and at the same time preserve orthogonality of the subcarriers with 15 kHz spacing. Depending on the aggregation scenario, the n ( 300 kHz spacing can be facilitated by insertion of a low number of unused subcarriers between contiguous CCs.

Next Modified Subclause
7.5
Carrier Aggregation

When CA is configured, the UE only has one RRC connection with the network. At RRC connection establishment/re-establishment/handover, one serving cell provides the NAS mobility information (e.g. TAI), and at RRC connection re-establishment/handover, one serving cell provides the security input. This cell is referred to as the Primary Cell (PCell). In the downlink, the carrier corresponding to the PCell is the Downlink Primary Component Carrier (DL PCC) while in the uplink it is the Uplink Primary Component Carrier (UL PCC).

Depending on UE capabilities, Secondary Cells (SCells) can be configured to form together with the PCell a set of serving cells. In the downlink, the carrier corresponding to an SCell is a Downlink Secondary Component Carrier (DL SCC) while in the uplink it is an Uplink Secondary Component Carrier (UL SCC).

The configured set of serving cells for a UE therefore always consists of one PCell and one or more SCells:

-
For each SCell the usage of uplink resources by the UE in addition to the downlink ones is configurable (the number of DL SCCs configured is therefore always larger than or equal to the number of UL SCCs and no SCell can be configured for usage of uplink resources only); 

-
From a UE viewpoint, each uplink resource only belongs to one serving cell;

-
The number of serving cells that can be configured depends on the aggregation capability of the UE (see subclause 5.5);

-
PCell can only be changed with handover procedure (i.e. with security key change and RACH procedure);

-
PCell is used for transmission of PUCCH;

-
Unlike SCells, PCell cannot be de-activated (see subclause 11.2);

-
Re-establishment is triggered when PCell experiences RLF, not when SCells experience RLF; 

-
NAS information is taken from PCell.

The reconfiguration, addition and removal of SCells can be performed by RRC. At intra-LTE handover, RRC can also add, remove, or reconfigure SCells for usage with the target PCell. When adding a new SCell, dedicated RRC signalling is used for sending all required system information of the SCell i.e. while in connected mode, UEs need not acquire broadcasted system information directly from the SCells.
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10.1.5
Random Access Procedure

The random access procedure is characterized by:

-
Common procedure for FDD and TDD;

-
One procedure irrespective of cell size and the number of serving cells when CA is configured;

The random access procedure is performed for the following six events:

-
Initial access from RRC_IDLE;

-
RRC Connection Re-establishment procedure;
-
Handover;
-
DL data arrival during RRC_CONNECTED requiring random access procedure;

-
E.g. when UL synchronisation status is “non-synchronised”;

-
UL data arrival during RRC_CONNECTED requiring random access procedure;

-
E.g. when UL synchronisation status is "non-synchronised" or there are no PUCCH resources for SR available.

-
For positioning purpose during RRC_CONNECTED requiring random access procedure;

-
E.g. when timing advance is needed for UE positioning;

Furthermore, the random access procedure takes two distinct forms:

-
Contention based (applicable to first five events);

-
Non-contention based (applicable to only handover, DL data arrival and positioning).

Normal DL/UL transmission can take place after the random access procedure.
An RN supports both contention-based and non-contention-based random access. When an RN performs the random access procedure, it suspends any current Un subframe configuration, meaning it temporarily disregards any Un‑specific configuration. The Un subframe configuration is resumed at successful random access procedure completion.
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11.1
Basic Scheduler Operation

MAC in eNB includes dynamic resource schedulers that allocate physical layer resources for the DL-SCH and UL-SCH transport channels. Different schedulers operate for the DL-SCH and UL-SCH.

The scheduler should take account of the traffic volume and the QoS requirements of each UE and associated radio bearers, when sharing resources between UEs. Only “per UE” grants are used to grant the right to transmit on the UL-SCH (i.e. there are no “per UE per RB” grants).

Schedulers may assign resources taking account the radio conditions at the UE identified through measurements made at the eNB and/or reported by the UE.

Radio resource allocations can be valid for one or multiple TTIs.

Resource assignment consists of physical resource blocks (PRB) and MCS. Allocations for time periods longer than one TTI might also require additional information (allocation time, allocation repetition factor…).

When CA is configured, a UE may be scheduled over multiple serving cells simultaneously but at most one random access procedure shall be ongoing at any time. Cross-carrier scheduling with the Carrier Indicator Field (CIF) allows the PDCCH of a serving cell to schedule resources on another serving cell but with the following restrictions:

-
Cross-carrier scheduling does not apply to PCell i.e. PCell is always scheduled via its PDCCH;

-
When the PDCCH of an SCell is configured, cross-carrier scheduling does not apply to this SCell i.e. it is always scheduled via its PDCCH;

-
When the PDCCH of an SCell is not configured, cross-carrier scheduling applies and this SCell is always scheduled via the PDCCH of one other serving cell.

A linking between UL and DL allows identifying the serving cell for which the DL assignment or UL grant applies when the CIF is not present:

-
DL assignment received on PCell corresponds to downlink transmission on PCell;

-
UL grant received on PCell corresponds to uplink transmission on PCell;

-
DL assignment received on SCelln corresponds to downlink transmission on SCelln;

-
UL grant received on SCelln corresponds to uplink transmission on SCelln. If SCelln is not configured for uplink usage by the UE, the grant is ignored by the UE.
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Annex J (informative):
Carrier Aggregation

J.1
Deployment Scenarios

Table J.1-1 shows some of the potential deployment scenarios for CA. In Rel-10, for the uplink, the focus is laid on the support of intra-band carrier aggregations (e.g. scenarios #1, as well as scenarios #2 and #3 when F1 and F2 are in the same band). For the downlink, all scenarios should be supported in Rel-10.

Table J.1-1: CA Deployment Scenarios (F2 > F1).

	#
	Description
	Example

	1
	F1 and F2 cells are co-located and overlaid, providing nearly the same coverage. Both layers provide sufficient coverage and mobility can be supported on both layers. Likely scenario is when F1 and F2 are of the same band, e.g., 2 GHz, 800 MHz, etc. It is expected that aggregation is possible between overlaid F1 and F2 cells.
	
[image: image1.emf]F1 F2



	2
	F1 and F2 cells are co-located and overlaid, but F2 has smaller coverage due to larger path loss. Only F1 provides sufficient coverage and F2 is used to improve throughput. Mobility is performed based on F1 coverage. Likely scenario is when F1 and F2 are of different bands, e.g., F1 = {800 MHz, 2 GHz} and F2 = {3.5 GHz}, etc. It is expected that aggregation is possible between overlaid F1 and F2 cells.
	
[image: image2.emf]

	3
	F1 and F2 cells are co-located but F2 antennas are directed to the cell boundaries of F1 so that cell edge throughput is increased. F1 provides sufficient coverage but F2 potentially has holes, e.g., due to larger path loss. Mobility is based on F1 coverage. Likely scenario is when F1 and F2 are of different bands, e.g., F1 = {800 MHz, 2 GHz} and F2 = {3.5 GHz}, etc. It is expected that F1 and F2 cells of the same eNB can be aggregated where coverage overlaps.
	
[image: image3.emf]

	4
	F1 provides macro coverage and on F2 Remote Radio Heads (RRHs) are used to improve throughput at hot spots. Mobility is performed based on F1 coverage. Likely scenario is when F1 and F2 are of different bands, e.g., F1 = {800 MHz, 2 GHz} and F2 = {3.5 GHz}, etc. It is expected that F2 RRHs cells can be aggregated with the underlying F1 macro cells.
	
[image: image4.emf]

	5
	Similar to scenario #2, but frequency selective repeaters are deployed so that coverage is extended for one of the carrier frequencies. It is expected that F1 and F2 cells of the same eNB can be aggregated where coverage overlaps.
	
[image: image5.emf]


The reception timing difference at the physical layer of DL assignments and UL grants for the same TTI but from different serving cells (e.g. depending on number of control symbols, propagation and deployment scenario) does not affect MAC operation.
When CA is deployed frame timing, SFN and TDD-Config are aligned across cells that can be aggregated.
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