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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 thanks SA2 for the LS on Handling of UTRAN Mobility Information (S2-104449/R2-105299) in the context of CSFB and PS handover, and would like to provide the following responses to the questions raised by SA2.

Question 1: Will the RNC during PS handover always (regardless whether the LAI is changed or not) deliver the LAI as part of the UTRAN Mobility Information to the UE?

Answer: Detailed RNC behaviour is not specified, but RAN2 assumes the indicated behaviour can be expected.
Question 2: Will the RNCs always provide the UTRAN Mobility Information to the UE as soon as possible?

Answer: As indicated above, detailed RNC behaviour is not specified, but RAN2 assumes the indicated behaviour can be expected. From a RAN2 point of view, “as soon as possible” should be as soon as the security operations on the Uu interface are completed, i.e. UTRAN receives the Security Mode Complete from the UE. 
Question 3: SA2 would also like to ask whether the RNC would be able to handle and forward to CN a NAS message sent by the UE before the UE receiving the UTRAN Mobility Information.

Answer: After a (PS) handover to UTRAN, and integrity protection has been activated, RAN2 assumes an RNC should be able to handle and forward a NAS message to the appropriate CN domain, but (again) this is up to RNC implementation.
Question 4: In such a case, would sending the NAS message immediately without waiting for the UTRAN Mobility Information be faster than if the UE would wait for the UTRAN Mobility Information?

Answer:  

On the Uu interface, the UE should wait for the RLC ACK for the Security Mode Complete before sending anything in uplink. 

On the network side, sending UMI message after sending the RLC ACK for the Security Mode Complete can take as little as 100 ms, depending on RNC implementation.

Given the above, whether it will be faster to send a NAS message in uplink or to wait for the UMI message can depend on other factors, e.g. the LAI match or mismatch, that are hard to predict and outside the scope of RAN2 expertise. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group
ACTION: 
RAN2 asks SA2 to consider the responses given above.
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