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1
Introduction
In RAN2#70bis, discussion on how LTE-A UE categories should be defined was fuelled by two contributions [1,2] with quite opposite proposals. [1] proposed to decouple the UEs’ L1 and L2 capabilities:

Option (A) For each UE category c, agree to specify a sustained DL data rate Rc and some common averaging interval T with which the UE shall be able to sustain the rate Rc. Rc will be non-trivial i.e. less than the continuous theoretical maximum allowed by L1 for at least some UE categories.

while [2] proposed that the data rates as defined for the UE categories on L1 should be sustained continuously also on L2:
Option (B) Confirm that LTE-A UE Category indicates the maximum UL and DL sustained data rate a UE can process in all protocol layers (i.e., PHY, MAC, RLC, and PDCP).

This contribution seeks clarification to the background assumptions behind the latter proposal.
2
Discussion
In RAN2#70bis, it was confirmed that the scope of option (B) above is the protocol layers up to PDCP only.
This still leaves open whether option (B) implies that the specified sustained data rate can be sustained always: if yes, there would be no need for the UE to ever request the network to slow down the scheduled data rate using e.g. a dynamic flow-control mechanism, such as the one proposed in [3].
3
Conclusion
We request that it is clarified whether the following is true.
Assumption:
The option of not decoupling the L1 and L2 capabilities of LTE-A UEs implies that the UE will never request from the network any change to the bit rate at which it is scheduled.
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