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1 Introduction
During RAN2#69bis it was agreed that the UE should be allowed to perform random access on the UL PCC only. As a result of this decision it was also agreed that UL RLF should be declared when the UL PCC has failed. 
Even though initial random access will only be allowed on the UL PCC, there was some discussion whether to allow RACH access in the case of a PDCCH order also on the UL SCCs.
2 PDCCH order for SCC

During RAN2#69bis it was proposed that PDCCH order for RA on the UL SCC should be allowed since it would be a simple way to test the quality of the UL SCC. No other benefits of allowing this functionality on the SCC were really concluded.

Testing the quality of a UL SCC by the means of triggering RA does not appear efficient since 
· The eNodeB does not know the power level at which the UE transmits its RA preambles and can therefore not determine pathloss or SINR. 
· The RA is performed on a subset of physical resource blocks only. Consequently, it does not provide a thorough view on the uplink channel conditions. 

Rather there seem to be equal or more efficient ways to test the quality of a UL SCC than adding a PDCCH order for RA on the UL SCC. A preferred and more efficient way to test the UL SCC would be if the eNodeB could trigger the UE to perform an aperiodic SRS transmission. Functionality related to triggering of aperiodic SRS is currently being discussed by RAN1. Alternatively, the eNB could provide a grant for the UL SCC in question and then measure on the on the received transmission. However the last approach faces also the above-mentioned problem that only a subset of the physical resource blocks can be tested.
Another aspect to consider, if allowing PDCCH order for RA on the UL SCC, is how to handle the error scenario for when the RA of the UL SCC is not successful; something that in the end could add some unnecessary complexity.

Proposal 1 PDCCH order for RA is supported on the PCC only.  
3 Conclusion

With regards to allowing PDCCH order on the UL SCC, we ask RAN 2 to consider the following proposal:
Proposal 1
PDCCH order for RA is supported on the PCC only.









1/1


