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1 Introduction

At RAN2-68bis the following has been agreed [1]:

	Agreements

1) The combination of CA and UL bundling cannot be configured for a UE


We would like RAN2 to confirm our understanding that this agreement applies to uplink Carrier Aggregation only and that the eNodeB should still be allowed to use multiple downlink CCs towards a UE using TTI Bundling.

2 Discussion

At RAN2-68bis Companies agreed that a UE should not be scheduled on multiple UL Component Carriers if its transmit power is not sufficient to achieve a reasonably high bit rate. In other words, the UE’s transmit power should first be focused on a single CC and only if that does not result in reasonably large transport blocks, the eNodeB should enable TTI bundling. 

We support this view but would like to ensure that downlink carrier aggregation is still supported for UEs using TTI Bundling in the uplink. This is due to the fact that the eNodeB will typically have power amplifiers per component carrier, each of them with an individual power limit. While uplink carrier aggregation only boosts the peak bit rates for UEs in good radio conditions, downlink carrier aggregation can also increases cell edge bit rates. 
Proposal 1 The combination of Downlink Carrier Aggregation and UL bundling can be configured for a UE.
3 Conclusion

In this contribution we ask RAN2 to confirm our understanding that the combination of Downlink Carrier Aggregation and UL bundling can be configured for a UE.
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