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15.1.1
E-MBMS Logical Architecture
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Figure 15.1.1-1: E-MBMS Logical Architecture

Figure 15.1.1-1 depicts the E-MBMS Logical Architecture.
NOTE:
Additional horizontal interfaces e.g. MCE to MCE is FFS.

Multi-cell/multicast Coordination Entity (MCE)

The MCE is a logical entity – this does not preclude the possibility that it may be part of another network element – whose functions are the admission control and the allocation of the radio resources used by all eNBs in the MBSFN area for multi-cell MBMS transmissions using MBSFN operation. The MCE decides not to establish the radio bearer(s) of the new MBMS service(s) if the radio resources are not sufficient for the corresponding MBMS service(s). Besides allocation of the time/ frequency radio resources this also includes deciding the further details of the radio configuration e.g. the modulation and coding scheme. The MCE is involved in MBMS Session Control Signalling. The MCE does not perform UE - MCE signalling. 
When the MCE is part of another network element, an eNB is served by a single MCE.
[next modified section]
15.7.1.1
Session Start procedure
The purpose of the MBMS Session Start procedure is to request the E-UTRAN to notify UEs about an upcoming MBMS Session of a given MBMS Bearer Service and to establish an MBMS E-RAB for this MBMS Session. The MBMS Session Start procedure is triggered by the EPC.
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Figure 15.7.1.1-1. Session Start procedure

1.
The MME sends MBMS session start request message to the MCE(s) controlling eNBs in the targeted MBMS service area. The message includes the IP multicast address and session attributes.

2.
MCE checks whether the radio resources are sufficient for the establishment of new MBMS service(s) in the area it controls. If not, MCE decides not to establish the radio bearers of the MBMS service(s) and does not forward the MBMS session start request message to the involved eNBs. The MCE confirms the reception of the MBMS Session Start request to the MME. It is FFS whether this message is transmitted after message 4.

3.
MCE sends the MBMS Session Start message to the eNBs in the targeted MBMS service area. In addition to the session attributes this message provides radio bearer configuration for MBSFN transmission.

4.
eNB confirms the reception of the MBMS Session Start message.

5.
eNB sends the MBMS Session Start message to UEs. The location of the message is FFS, other positions are after messages 6 or 7. The message details are FFS.

6.
eNB joins the IP multicast group to receive the MBMS User Plane data.

7.
eNB sends the MBMS data to radio interface at the determined time.
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