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7.3
Transport of NAS messages

The AS provides reliable in-sequence delivery of NAS messages in a cell.  During handover, message loss or duplication of NAS messages can occur.
In E-UTRAN, NAS messages are either concatenated with RRC messages or carried in RRC without concatenation.
In DL, when an EPS bearer establishment or release procedure is triggered, the NAS message should normally be concatenated with the associated RRC message. When the EPS bearer is modified and when the modification also depends on a modification of the radio bearer, the NAS message and associated RRC message should normally be concatenated. Concatenation of DL NAS with RRC message is not allowed otherwise. In uplink concatenation of NAS messages with RRC message is used only for transferring the initial NAS message during connection setup. Initial Direct Transfer is not used in E-UTRAN and no NAS message is concatenated with RRC connection request.
Multiple NAS messages can be sent in a single downlink RRC message during EPS bearer establishment or modification. In this case, the order of the NAS messages in the RRC message shall be kept the same as that in the corresponding S1-AP message in order to ensure the in-sequence delivery of NAS messages.
NOTE:
NAS messages are integrity protected and ciphered by PDCP, in addition to the integrity protection and ciphering performed by NAS.

*** Next Change ***

19.2.2.3
Initial Context Setup procedure
The Initial Context Setup procedure establishes the necessary overall initial UE context in the eNB in case of an Idle-to Active transition. The Initial Context Setup procedure is initiated by the MME.
The Initial Context Setup procedure comprises the following steps:

-
The MME initiates the Initial Context Setup procedure by sending INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST to the eNB. This message may include general UE Context (e.g. security context, roaming restrictions, UE capability information, UE S1 signalling connection ID, etc.), E-RAB context (Serving GW TEID, QoS information), and may be piggy-backed with the corresponding NAS messages. When there are multiple NAS messages in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the MME shall ensure that the NAS messages in the E-RAB to be Setup List are aligned in the order of reception from the NAS layer to ensure the in-sequence delivery of the NAS messages.
-
Upon receipt of INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST, the eNB setup the context of the associated UE, and perform the necessary RRC signalling towards the UE, e.g. Radio Bearer Setup procedure. When there are multiple NAS messages to be sent in the RRC message, the order of the NAS messages in the RRC message shall be kept the same as that in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message.
-
The eNB responds with INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP COMPLETE to inform a successful operation, and with INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE to inform an unsuccessful operation.
NOTE:
In case of failure, eNB and MME behaviours are not mandated. Both implicit release (local release at each node) and explicit release (MME-initiated UE Context Release procedure) may in principle be adopted. The eNB should ensure that no hanging resources remain at the eNB.
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Figure 19.2.2.3-1: Initial Context Setup procedure (highlighted in blue) in Idle-to-Active procedure

*** Next Change ***

19.2.2.4.1
E-RAB Setup procedure
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Figure 19.2.2.4.1-1: E-RAB Setup procedure

The E-RAB Setup procedure is initiated by the MME to support:

-
Assignment of resources to a dedicated E-RAB.

-
Assignment of resources for a default E-RAB.
-
Setup of S1 Bearer (on S1) and Data Radio Bearer (on Uu).
The E-RAB Setup procedure comprises the following steps:

-
The E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message is sent by the MME to the eNB to setup resources on S1 and Uu for one or several E-RAB(s). The E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message contains the Serving GW TEID, QoS indicator(s) and the corresponding NAS message per E-RAB within the E-RAB To Be Setup List. When there are multiple NAS messages in the E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message, the MME shall ensure that the NAS messages in the E-RAB to be Setup List are aligned in the order of reception from the NAS layer to ensure the in-sequence delivery of the NAS messages.
-
Upon receipt of the E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message the eNB establishes the Data Radio Bearer(s) (RRC: Radio Bearer Setup) and resources for S1 Bearers. When there are multiple NAS messages to be sent in the RRC message, the order of the NAS messages in the RRC message shall be kept the same as that in the E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message.
-
The eNB responds with a E-RAB SETUP RESPONSE messages to inform whether the setup of resources and establishment of each E-RAB was successful or unsuccessful, with the E-RAB Setup list (E-RAB ID , eNB TEID) and the E-RAB Failed to Setup list (E-RAB ID, Cause) The eNB also creates the binding between the S1 bearer(s) (DL/UL TEID) and the Data Radio Bearer(s).
Interactions with UE Context Release Request procedure:

In case of no response from the UE the eNB shall trigger the S1 UE Context Release Request procedure.
19.2.2.4.2
E-RAB Modification procedure
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Figure 19.2.2.4.2-1: E-RAB Modification procedure

The E-RAB Modification procedure is initiated by the MME to support the modification of already established E-RAB configurations:

· Modify of S1 Bearer (on S1) and Radio Bearer (on Uu)

The EPS Bearer Modification procedure comprises the following steps:

-
The E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST message is sent by the MME to the eNB to modify one or several E-RAB(s). The E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST message contains the QoS indicator(s), and the corresponding NAS message per E-RAB in the E-RAB To Be Modified List. When there are multiple NAS messages in the E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST message, the MME shall ensure that the NAS messages in the E-RAB to be Modified List are aligned in the order of reception from the NAS layer to ensure the in-sequence delivery of the NAS messages.
-
Upon receipt of the E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST message the eNB modifies the Data Radio Bearer configuration (RRC procedure to modify the Data Radio bearer). When there are multiple NAS messages to be sent in the RRC message, the order of the NAS messages in the RRC message shall be kept the same as that in the E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST message.
-
The eNB responds with an E-RAB MODIFY RESPONSE message to inform whether the E-RAB modification has succeeded or not indicating with the E-RAB Modify list and E-RAB Failed to Modify list. With E-RAB ID(s) in the E-RAB Modify List or E-RAB Failed to Modify List the eNB identifies the E-RAB(s) successfully modified or failed to modify.
Interactions with UE Context Release Request procedure:

In case of no response from the UE the eNB shall trigger the S1 UE Context Release Request procedure.
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