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1. Overall Description
RAN2 would like to thank RAN1 for their reply LS on carrier aggregation. Given the following indication from RAN1, RAN2 had some discussion about “non-accessible carriers” during RAN2#68:

RAN1 suggests carrying the discussion on accessibility of component carriers in RAN2. Based on RAN2 decisions, RAN1 can evaluate the need for transmission of synchronization signals etc. in case of non-accessible carriers. 

As the result of the discussions, RAN2 would like to communicate the following to RAN1 and RAN4:

1) Need to introduce a new concept of “non-accessible carriers” in LTE-A

RAN2 sees no strong need to introduce a new concept of non-accessible carriers in LTE-A from SI-overhead or camping point of view. A non-accessible carrier in the sense to prohibit Idle mode camping is already possible with Rel-8 LTE mechanisms. Specifically, cells can be barred to prohibit Idle mode camping, eliminating the need to deliver Paging messages and SIBs other than SIB1 and SIB2 in such cells. Also, RAN2 considers further overhead reduction of SCH/MIB/SIB1/SIB2 in such cells to be marginal.
On the other hand, RAN2 understands that RAN1 and RAN4 may have other reasons to consider extension carriers and/or carrier segments.
In this aspect, RAN2 will be awaiting RAN1/RAN4 decision on whether or not to support carrier segments / extension carriers.

2) System information specific to carrier segment / extension carrier

If the concept of carrier segment / extension carrier is to be supported, some work is expected in RAN2 to specify the delivery mechanisms of system information specific to carrier segment / extension carrier (which could be delivered via broadcast or dedicated signalling). RAN2 requests RAN1 to provide necessary information in order to facilitate such work in the case carrier segment / extension carrier is to be supported.

RAN2 has had some initial analysis/discussion on the required system information for carrier segments / extension carriers, and the need to have active reconfiguration of such parameters. Some observations made in RAN2 are shared below:

· Based on the RAN1 LS on carrier segments (R2-096309/R1-094415), RAN2 understands that there will be no system information specific to carrier segments other than their bandwidth/position

· RAN2 thinks there may be some more system information specific to extension carriers, but the amount of such information would depend to a large part on whether physical control channels would be configured in extension carriers. Furthermore, the need for dynamically changing system information (i.e. those parameters requiring active reconfiguration) specific to extension carriers seems to come more from UL transmission parameters.

2. Actions
Actions to RAN1 and RAN4
RAN2 kindly requests RAN1 and RAN4 to take the above into account and to keep RAN2 informed about any decision and/or progress with regards to carrier segments / extension carriers.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG1 Meetings
RAN2#68bis
18 – 22 January
Valencia, Spain
RAN2#69
22 – 26 February
San Francisco, U.S.A.




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































