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1. Overall Description:

At RAN2#68, RAN2 discussed handover between eNBs of different Releases. RAN2 identified a problem that if the UE context forwarded at handover is described by ASN.1 syntax of a later Release (e.g., Rel-9), the target eNB of an earlier Release (e.g., Rel-8) will not be able to comprehend the UE context in full. While solutions to resolve this problem by handover command signalling is still under discussion in RAN2, such solutions seem to impose considerable complexity. A fallback solution would be to strictly follow the source-adapt-to-target principle. That is, the source eNB of a later Release would always reconfigure the UE prior to handover so that the UE context forwarded can be fully comprehended by the target eNB. However, for this to work, the source eNB must know the supported syntax Release of the target eNB.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG3
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to provide answers to the following questions:

Q1:
Can RAN2 assume that the source eNB would always know the syntax Release supported by the target eNB?

Q2:
Can RAN2 assume this also for HeNB scenarios?
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