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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction

This document includes a basic framework for the MSAP signalling. Furthermore, the document includes a proposal clarifying the REL-9 UE behaviour for a case the network configures more than one MBSFN area i.e. how forward compatibility is ensured.

2 MSAP signalling framework
The MSAP signalling consists of the following elements:

For the entire MBSFN-Area (i.e. parameters common for all MCH)
· a) A set of allocation patterns/ bitmaps indicating the subframes allocated to the MBSFN area by means of a pattern of limited duration that is repeated. The allocation patterns/ bitmaps are self-contained i.e. not dependant on SIB2. Further details of the bitmaps are FFS
· b) An allocation period indicating the period during which resources are divided between the MCH. Different values can be configured to support fine granularity as well as higher levels of MCH-interleaving
For each (P)MCH:

· c) One or more field per MCH indicating the subsequent subframes, out of the set defined by a) and within each period defined by b), that are allocated to a particular MCH i.e. a start and/ or end and/ or size
3 Support of multiple MBSFN areas

It seems that the common understanding is that the UE should able to monitor more than one MCCH, but that there is not need to specify UE requirements concerning the support of multiple MCCH in REL-9. This implies that it is left up to UE implementation to what extend a REL-9 UE is able to detect and receive the MBMS services it is interested to receive while in a network employing multiple MBSFN areas.

The proposal is to add the following clarification regarding the UE support of multiple MBSFN areas:

· In this release of the specfication, no UE (performance) requirements are specified regarding the monitoring of MCCH changes and regarding MCCH acquisition for the case EUTRAN configures multiple MCCH

4 Conclusion & recommendation
This paper includes a basic framework for the MSAP signalling approach as well as a clarification regarding the UE support of multiple MBSFN areas that can hopefully be agreed by RAN2 
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