Page 2
Draft prETS 300 ???: Month YYYY


3GPP TSG RAN WG2 #67
      R2-094396
Shenzhen, China, 24th– 28th August, 2009
Agenda Item:
10.2.5
Source: 
Ericsson, ST-Ericsson 

Title:  
Support of legacy Node-Bs in the active set
Document for:
Discussion and decision
1 Introduction
One of the requirements for Dual Cell E-DCH work item was that both serving and secondary serving E-DCH cells had to belong to the same Node-B. However, there was no requirement about non-serving and secondary non-serving E-DCH cells. Therefore, the discussion will focus on the support of legacy non-serving Node-Bs in the active set.
2 Discussion 
Dual Cell E-DCH operation has introduced some new specific features and new Iub/ur signaling. These Dual-Cell specific features make impossible to support Rel-8 Node-Bs in the active set. The most important factor to not support Rel-8 Node-Bs in the active set is that the SRNC have to be aware that two independent RLs, emulated as being for two different UEs towards the Node-B that does not understand a dual UE context, are bundled in one UE context used for the RRC signalling. The mechanisms for such bundling do not exist in the NBAP/RNSAP standard today
Furthermore, the new Iub/ur  signaling will be ignored by legacy Node-Bs. For example, the following functionalities are not supported by legacy Node-Bs:
· Activation and deactivation handling of the secondary carrier. RNSAP/NBAP messages will be ignored by legacy Node-Bs. 

· Reconfiguration from Dual Cell E-DCH operation to single carrier. The RNSAP/NBAP RL reconfiguration message will not be understood by legacy Node-Bs. 
· Specific Dual Cell E-DCH configuration attributes. These attributes will be ignored by legacy Node-Bs. 

We can see that if these Node-Bs are added in the E-DCH active set, they will fail to understand the new signaling and to perform the adequate actions for specific functionality for Dual Cell E-DCH operation.  
Proposal 1: Only Rel-9 Node-Bs supporting MAC-i/is may be added in the E-DCH active set.
3 Proposal

We kindly ask RAN2 to discuss and agree on the following proposal: 
Proposal 1: Only Rel-9 Node-Bs supporting MAC-i/is may be added in the E-DCH active set.
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