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1. Overall Description
RAN2 would like to thank SA2 for their liaison referenced above. 

RAN2 discussed the topic of EPS bearer release for the different S1/RRC release causes in Tdoc R2-093083.  

RAN2 acknowledges the need to release the GBR bearer in case of a real Radio link failure as identified in the SA2 LS response.  However, RAN2 would like to point out the need to preserve all the bearers for a short period of time to allow for a NAS recovery before performing the release.  
Based on the RAN2 analysis, RAN2 did not identify a need for additional cause values over RRC.
RAN2’s analysis of the bearer release can be summarised as follows:

· For RLF case, NAS recovery depends on EPS bearers being maintained for sufficient duration (to allow for NAS recovery).  According to RAN2 evaluation this NAS recovery is expected to take less than 1 second.  
If NAS recovery was not successful, a subsequent release of the GBR bearer can be performed to meet SA2 requirements.  This would then need to be performed locally in the MME (and possibly in UE) as radio communication with UE will not be possible.
· For all other cases (such as Inactivity timer and possible other E-UTRAN generated reasons), the EPS bearers should be preserved and it can possibly be left to implementation on if and when to perform deactivation.  An explicit release procedure with the UE could be used for any bearer deactivation.

· The actual trigger for deactivation of the bearers can then be decided between SA2/RAN3/CT1.

 Since the decisions on these do not come under RAN2’s area of responsibility, it is left to the other groups to discuss and agree on the final solution to release the GBR bearers.
2. Actions 
To SA2/RAN3/CT1 : 
RAN2 kindly asks SA2/RAN3/CT1 to take into account the above and decide if necessary on an appropriate trigger mechanism for the release of the EPS GBR bearers for the different cases.
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