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- Option 1: If we follow section 6.1.1, the UE should process the MAC PDU normally.

- Option 2: If ‘1’ is regarded as a invalid ‘value’ for ‘reserved bit’, section 5.11 is applied. Thus, the UE should discard the MAC PDU.

The intention of the sentence in section 6.1.1 is to allow future extension of the reserved bit over common channels. Thus, Rel-8 UE should not discard a MAC PDU even if reserved bit is set to ‘1’. I.e., value ‘1’ should not be regarded as invalid in case the MAC PDU is received over common channels.
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5.11
Handling of unknown, unforeseen and erroneous protocol data

When a MAC entity receives a MAC PDU for the UE’s C-RNTI or Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI, containing reserved or invalid values, the MAC entity shall:

-
discard the received PDU.
NOTE: If a MAC PDU is received for the UE’s C-RNTI or Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI, ‘1’ is an invalid value for a reserved bit. Otherwise, ‘1’ is a valid value for a reserved bit.
6.1.1
General

A MAC PDU is a bit string that is byte aligned (i.e. multiple of 8 bits) in length. In the figures in subclause 6.1, bit strings are represented by tables in which the most significant bit is the leftmost bit of the first line of the table, the least significant bit is the rightmost bit on the last line of the table, and more generally the bit string is to be read from left to right and then in the reading order of the lines. The bit order of each parameter field within a MAC PDU is represented with the first and most significant bit in the leftmost bit and the last and least significant bit in the rightmost bit.

MAC SDUs are bit strings that are byte aligned (i.e. multiple of 8 bits) in length. An SDU is included into a MAC PDU from the first bit onward.
The UE ignores the value of Reserved bits in downlink MAC PDUs.
6.1.3.5
Timing Advance Command MAC Control Element

The Timing Advance Command MAC control element is identified by MAC PDU subheader with LCID as specified in table 6.2.1-1.

It has a fixed size and consists of a single octet defined as follows (figure 6.1.3.5-1):
-
R: reserved bit, set to "0";
-
Timing Advance Command: This field indicates the index value TA (0, 1, 2… 63) used to control the amount of timing adjustment that UE has to apply (see subclause 4.2.3 of [2]). The length of the field is 6 bits.
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Figure 6.1.3.5-1: Timing Advance Command MAC control element

6.2.1
MAC header for DL-SCH and UL-SCH 

The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:

-
LCID: The Logical Channel ID field identifies the logical channel instance of the corresponding MAC SDU or the type of the corresponding MAC control element or padding as described in tables 6.2.1-1 and 6.2.1-2 for the DL and UL-SCH respectively. There is one LCID field for each MAC SDU, MAC control element or padding included in the MAC PDU. In addition to that, one or two additional LCID fields are included in the MAC PDU, when single-byte or two-byte padding is required but cannot be achieved by padding at the end of the MAC PDU. The LCID field size is 5 bits;

-
L: The Length field indicates the length of the corresponding MAC SDU or MAC control element in bytes. There is one L field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the L field is indicated by the F field;

-
F: The Format field indicates the size of the Length field as indicated in table 6.2.1-3. There is one F field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the F field is 1 bit. If the size of the MAC SDU or MAC control element is less than 128 bytes, the UE shall set the value of the F field to 0, otherwise the UE shall set it to 1;

-
E: The Extension field is a flag indicating if more fields are present in the MAC header or not. The E field is set to "1" to indicate another set of at least R/R/E/LCID fields. The E field is set to "0" to indicate that either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding starts at the next byte;

-
R: Reserved bit, set to "0".
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