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1. Overall Description:

RANWG2 has discussed a few options with regard to SIB7 handling for UEs that are capable of Enhanced UE DRX, but are not capable of Enhanced Uplink in CELL_FACH. Such UEs continue to use the legacy PRACH procedure whenever the UE performs random access on the uplink.

As per current specification in 25.331, in CELL_FACH, the UE is required to keep an up to date value of SIB7, so that it has a valid Uplink Interference value prior to making a random access on the uplink. In spite of this requirement, it was shown in R2-095194, that for a few common scenarios, the battery life savings is quite significant when Enhanced UE DRX in configured in CELL_FACH. Hence one simple option is to keep the same UE behaviour with regard to SIB7 handling when UE is configured in Enhanced UE DRX.
In order to improve battery life further, an alternative proposal was made in R2-091425,  where UEs with enhanced DRX configured do not have to read SIB7 everytime the validity timer expires.  These UEs are configured to wake up to read SIB7 at least every 2000th DRX_cycle and consider the IEs as valid for 2000 DRX_cycles. This in turn may have adverse interference impact or noise rise impact on the uplink, due to inaccurate open loop power control, whenever the UE performs a random access using the legacy RACH procedure. 
2. Required action
RANWG2 kindly requests RANWG1 and RANWG4 to evaluate the uplink interference impact due to the extension of the SIB7 validity time as proposed in R2-091594.
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