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1. Introduction
This document discusses the handling of optional IE upon absence in GERAN NCL found during LTE RRC ASN review. (#301 in ASN review issue list).
2. Discussion
Cell reselection priority and p-Max on geran-BCCH-Configuration provided from E-UTRA SIB7 are OPTIONAL, Need OP, and field description defines the action upon absence as follows:

	geran-BCCH-Configuration

Defines the set of cell reselection parameters for the group of GERAN carrier frequencies. In the first element of the geran-NeigbourFreqList field, a complete set of cell reselection parameters shall be provided in the geran-BCCH-Configuration field. In subsequent elements of the geran-NeigbourFreqList field, value(s) from the presiding element is used as default, if one or more of the cell reselection parameters in the geran-BCCH-Configuration field are absent.


The above handling upon absence is illustrated below:
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Figure 1 Structure of GERAN NCL provided from E-UTRA SIB7
Consequently, priority and p-Max always has their values regardless of their presence. However, this special handling upon absence above causes 2 issues:

· Issue1) It is not possible for network to specify a GERAN frequency group without cell reselection priority while action upon absence is defined in 36.304
It was agreed in RAN2#60bis in Sevilla that broadcast signalling allows not to provide a priority for some of the frequencies listed in system information. The motivation behind this is that E-UTRAN or UTRAN/ GERAN can grant specific UEs with the access to specific frequencies via dedicated signalling, and can provide geographically neighbouring frequency via broadcast signalling.

· Issue2) It is not possible for network to specify a GERAN frequency group without p-Max while action upon absence is also specified in the field description for p-MaxGERAN i.e. the maximum power according to the UE capability is used upon absence
To address above issues, the simplest way would be to remove such special handling and leave the action upon absence of priority, p-Max to 36.304 and field description of p-Max respectively. Note that the similar correction on the handling of priority was made to UMTS RRC spec [2].
Proposal: To remove the special handling upon absence of IEs on geran-BCCH-Configuration
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