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First modified section: based on TS 36.321 V8.3.0
6
Protocol Data Units, formats and parameters

6.1
Protocol Data Units

6.1.1
General

A MAC PDU is a bit string that is byte aligned (i.e. multiple of 8 bits) in length. In the figures in subclause 6.1, bit strings are represented by tables in which the most significant bit is the leftmost bit of the first line of the table, the least significant bit is the rightmost bit on the last line of the table, and more generally the bit string is to be read from left to right and then in the reading order of the lines. The bit order of each parameter field within a MAC PDU is represented with the first and most significant bit in the leftmost bit and the last and least significant bit in the rightmost bit.

MAC SDUs are bit strings that are byte aligned (i.e. multiple of 8 bits) in length. An SDU is included into a MAC PDU from the first bit onward.
The UE ignores the value of Reserved bits in downlink MAC PDUs.
Next modified section: based on TS 36.321 V8.3.0
6.1.3.6
Power Headroom MAC Control Element

The Power Headroom MAC control element is identified by a MAC PDU subheader with LCID as specified in table 6.2.1-1. It has a fixed size and consists of a single octet defined as follows (figure 6.1.3.6-1):

-
R: reserved bits, set to “0”;

-
Power Headroom: this field indicates the power headroom. The length of the field is 6 bits.
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Figure 6.1.3.5-1: Power Headroom MAC control element

Next modified section: based on TS 36.321 V8.3.0
6.2.1
MAC header for DL-SCH and UL-SCH 

The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:

-
LCID: The Logical Channel ID field identifies the logical channel instance of the corresponding MAC SDU or the type of the corresponding MAC control element or padding as described in tables 6.2.1-1 and 6.2.1-2 for the DL and UL-SCH respectively. There is one LCID field for each MAC SDU, MAC control element or padding included in the MAC PDU. The LCID field size is 5 bits;

-
L: The Length field indicates the length of the corresponding MAC SDU or MAC control element in bytes. There is one L field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the L field is indicated by the F field;

-
F: The Format field indicates the size of the Length field as indicated in table 6.2.1-3. There is one F field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the F field is 1 bit. If the size of the MAC SDU or MAC control element is less than 128 bytes, the UE shall set the value of the F field to 0, otherwise the UE shall set it to 1;

-
E: The Extension field is a flag indicating if more fields are present in the MAC header or not. The E field is set to "1" to indicate another set of at least R/R/E/LCID fields. The E field is set to "0" to indicate that either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding starts at the next byte;

-
R: Reserved bits, set to “0”.
The MAC header and sub-headers are octet aligned.

Next modified section: based on TS 36.321 V8.3.0
6.2.2
MAC header for Random Access Response

The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:

-
E: The Extension field is a flag indicating if more fields are present in the MAC header or not. The E field is set to "1" to indicate another set of at least E/T/RAPID or E/T/R/R/BI fields. The E field is set to "0" to indicate that a MAC RAR starts at the next byte;

-
T: The Type field is a flag indicating whether the MAC subheader contains a Random Access ID or a Backoff Indicator. The T field is set to “0” to indicate the presence of a Backoff Indicator field in the subheader (BI). The T field is set to “1” to indicate the presence of a Random Access Preamble ID field in the subheader (RAPID);

-
R: Reserved bit, set to “0”;

-
BI: The Backoff Indicator field identifies the overload condition in the cell. The size of the BI field is 4 bits;

-
RAPID: The Random Access Preamble IDentitfier field identifies the transmitted Random Access Preamble (see subclause 5.1.3). The size of the RAPID field is 6 bits.

Next modified section: based on TS 36.321 V8.3.0 
(note apply change on top of CR 0126)
6.2.3
MAC payload for Random Access Response

The MAC RAR is of [fixed] size and consists of the following fields:

-
R: Reserved bit, set to “0”;
-
TA: The Timing Advance field indicates the required adjustment to the uplink transmission timing to be used for timing synchronisation (see subclause 4.2.4 of [2]). The size of the TA field is [11] bits;

-
UL Grant: The UpLink Grant field indicates the resources to be used on the uplink. The size of the UL Grant field is [21] bits;

-
Temporary C-RNTI: The Temporary C-RNTI field indicates the temporary identity that is used by the UE during Random Access. The size of the Temporary C-RNTI field is 16 bits.

The MAC RAR is octet aligned.

Editor’s note: The size of the TA and UL Grant field is FFS
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