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1. Introduction

This document proposes RAN2 actions in response to the issue identified by RAN1 in [1].
2. Discussion

The LS in [1] suggests that RAN2 should define a default value of ul-Bandwidth to be used by a UE that has not yet received SIB2.  The intention of this suggestion is to solve a chicken-and-egg problem: Due to padding in cases where the uplink system bandwidth is greater than the downlink system bandwidth, until the UE has learned the correct value of ul-Bandwidth from SIB2, it does not know the size of DCI format 1A, which may be used for the transmission of SIB1 and SIB2.
However, the solution to which RAN1’s suggestion would lead is somewhat inelegant and has an unnecessary implementation impact, due to spawning a new “fake 1A” format which the UE needs to use specifically for the purpose of decoding these SIBs.  We therefore suggest as an alternative approach that these two SIBs should be sent with format 1C, which does not depend on the uplink bandwidth.

This decision, of course, would need to be taken ultimately in RAN1; however, it is our understanding that this alternative was not considered when the LS was sent, and we propose to take advantage of the RAN1/2 collocation to attempt to close the loop through early coordination with RAN1.  Qualcomm have also submitted a corresponding RAN1 proposal ([2]).
3. Conclusion
A draft response is attached.
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1. Introduction
RAN2 would like to thank RAN1 for their LS in document R1-084068, suggesting a default value of ul-Bandwidth.

In RAN2’s understanding, using a default value for this field would require the UE to decode an additional “pseudo 1A” downlink format when receiving SIB1 and SIB2.  Since these two SIBs should be relatively safe from explosive growth, RAN2 would like to suggest as an alternative approach that they could be sent always using format 1C, with format 1A still available to give flexibility with the larger and more dynamically sized SIBs.
2. Actions:

To RAN1:

RAN2 kindly ask RAN1 to consider the possibility of using format 1C for SIB1 and SIB2 and indicate whether this approach would be feasible.
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