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Discussion and decision
1. Introduction

In RAN2#63bis, the need of “Signalling Connection Release Indication” was discussed [1]. RAN2 could not reach the conclusion during the meeting. The main concern was about introducing a new procedure in this late stage of release-8 standardization.
Further offline discussion was attempted after the meeting where the following additional observations were provided.

· The main function of the Signalling Connection Release Indication in UMTS was to inform the network of the local release of NAS in case that one of the activated CN domains is released (i.e. RRC connection should be continued for the remaining CN domain).

· In LTE, the release of RRC connection can inform the network about the abnormal release of the UE and UL RLF or a like can be used by the network to detect it.

· The way Signalling Connection Release Indication works in UMTS is not optimal or even could be problematic. There are some discrepancies between different networks with regard to their behaviour when receiving this message.

· “Fast dormancy” mechanism can be discussed separately.

2. Conclusion
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss if the above observations are valid. If RAN2 agrees to not introduce in LTE any procedure that is equivalent to Signalling Connection Release Indication, it is proposed that RAN2 send an LS to CT1 indicating their decision with above observations (probably fourth bullet can be omitted).
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