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1 Introduction
The signalling of SIB7 information was discussed in RAN WG2 Meeting #63, where one contribution [1] identified that there can be potentially reductions in the random access delay of tens to hundreds of ms if the UE does not have to wait for the next SIB7 to be scheduled. 
This contribution suggests possible solutions to reduce the access delay whilst the UE waits for the next SIB7.
2 Discussion
In principle it may be possible in many situations to allow UEs to transmit RACH without waiting for an updated SIB7 message. 

It is also for the network to be able to control whether the UE should wait for a SIB7 update or not. This would enable the network to select between minimising delay and optimising the RACH access parameters.
One way to achieve this is to signal an indicator in system information which is sent more frequently than SIB7. 

For example, one bit in the MIB or in SIB5/6 could be used to indicate whether UEs should either  

· use the last-stored RACH access parameters (i.e. RACH access parameters have effectively infinite duration), or
· wait and receive the next SIB7 before accessing the RACH.

As the MIB is always transmitted every 8 frames, this means that the delay in determining the RACH access parameters to use can be limited to a maximum of 80ms if the new bit in the MIB is set to indicate “use the last-stored RACH access parameters”. If a SIB7 happened to be received in the meantime, the delay would be further shortened. 

Note that this reduction in delay is achieved without the additional BCH signalling load that would be involved if the SIB7 were itself to be signalled every 80ms. 

3 Conclusions
As all the proposals in [1] have merits and demerits, we propose that a combination of the proposals would offer the best solution:

· Allow the “Time Expiration Factor” for the SIB7 RACH parameters to be set to “infinity”;

· Use a system information flag (in MIB or SIB5/6)  to indicate whether a UE not currently in CELL_FACH shall use its last-stored RACH parameters (possibly dependent on the “Time Expiration Factor” being set to “infinity”) or whether the UE shall wait for updated SIB7.
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