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5.1.1
Random Access Procedure initialization

The Random Access procedure described in this subclause is initiated by a PDCCH order or by the MAC sublayer itself. The PDCCH order or RRC optionally indicate a Random Access Preamble and PRACH resource.
Before the procedure can be initiated, the following information is assumed to be available:

-
the available set of PRACH resources for the transmission of the Random Access Preamble.

-
the groups of Random Access Preambles and the set of available Random Access Preambles in each group:

The preambles that are contained in Random Access Preambles group A and Random Access Preambles group B are calculated from the parameters numberOfRA-Preambles and sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA [8]:

If sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA is equal to numberOfRA-Preambles then there is no Random Access Preambles group B. The preambles in Random Access Preamble group A are the preambles 1 to sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA and, if it exists, the preambles in Random Access Preamble group B are the preambles sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA +1 to numberOfRA-Preambles from the set of 64 preambles as defined in [7].

-
the thresholds, PARTITION_PATHLOSS_THRESHOLD and  MESSAGE_SIZE_GROUP_A, that are required for selecting one of the two groups of Random Access Preambles.

-
the RA response window size ra-ResponseWindowSize [8]

-
the power-ramping factor POWER_RAMP_STEP.

-
the parameter PREAMBLE_TRANS_MAX [integer > 0].

-
the initial preamble power PREAMBLE_ INITIAL_RECEIVED_TARGET_POWER.

-
the parameter Maximum number of Message3 HARQ transmissions. 

[Note that the above parameters may be updated from higher layers before each Random Access procedure is initiated.]

The Random Access procedure shall be performed as follows:

-
Flush the [Message3] buffer;

-
set the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER to 1;

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms;

-
proceed to the selection of the Random Access Resource (see subclause 5.1.2).

NOTE:
There is only one Random Access procedure ongoing at any point in time. If the UE receives a request for a new Random Access procedure while another is already ongoing, it is up to UE implementation whether to continue with the ongoing procedure or start with the new procedure. 
-----xx Next section xx--------
5.1.4
Random Access Response reception

Once the Random Access Preamble is transmitted and regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap, the UE shall monitor the PDCCH  for Random Access Response(s) identified by the RA-RNTI defined below, in the TTI window RA_WINDOW_BEGIN—RA_WINDOW_END which starts at the subframe that contains the end of the preamble transmission [7] plus three subframes and has length ra-ResponseWindowSize subframes. The RA-RNTI associated with the PRACH resource in which the Random Access Preamble is transmitted, is computed as:

RA-RNTI= t_id+10*f_id

Where t_id is the index of the first subframe of the specified PRACH resource (0≤ t_id <10), and f_id is the index of the specified PRACH resource within that subframe, in ascending order of frequency domain (0≤ f_id< 6). The UE may stop monitoring for Random Access Response(s) after successful reception of a Random Access Response corresponding to the Random Access Preamble transmission.

-
If a downlink assignment for this TTI has been received on the PDCCH for the RA-RNTI and the received TB is successfully decoded, the UE shall regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap:

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Backoff Indicator subheader:

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE as indicated by the BI field of the Backoff Indicator subheader  and Table 7.2-1.

-
else, set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms.

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Random Access Preamble identifier corresponding to the transmitted Random Access Preamble (see subclause 5.1.3), the UE shall:

-
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;

-
process the received Timing Alignment value (see subclause 5.2);

-
process the received UL grant value and indicate it to the lower layers;

-
if the Random Access Preamble was explicitly signalled (i.e., not selected by MAC):

-
consider the Random Access procedure successfully completed.

- 
else, if the Random Access Preamble was selected by UE MAC:

-
set the Temporary C-RNTI to the value received in the Random Access Response message no later than at the time of the first transmission corresponding to the UL grant provided in the Random Access Response message;

-
if this is the first successfully received Random Access Response within this Random Access procedure:

-
if the transmission is not being made for the CCCH logical channel, indicate to the Multiplexing and assembly entity to include a C-RNTI MAC control element in the subsequent uplink transmission;

-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the "Multiplexing and assembly" entity and store it in the [Message3] buffer.

NOTE:
When an uplink transmission is required, e.g., for contention resolution, the eNB should not provide a grant smaller than that required to transmit a 56 bit MAC PDU in the Random Access Response.

NOTE:
If within a Random Access procedure, an uplink grant provided in the Random Access Response for the  same group of Random Access Preambles has a different size than the first uplink grant allocated during that Random Access procedure, the UE behavior is not defined. 

If no Random Access Response is received within the TTI window [RA_WINDOW_BEGIN—RA_WINDOW_END], or if all received Random Access Responses contain Random Access Preamble identifiers that do not match the transmitted Random Access Preamble, the Random Access Response reception is considered not successful and the UE shall:

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by a PDCCH orrder and the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER is equal to PREAMBLE_TRANS_MAX:

-
consider the Random Access procedure completed.


-
else:
-
increment PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER by 1;

-
if in this Random Access procedure:

-
the Random Access Preamble was selected by MAC

-
based on the backoff parameter in the UE, select a random backoff time according to a uniform distribution between 0 and the Backoff Parameter Value;

-
delay the subsequent Random Access transmission by the backoff time;

 -
proceed to the selection of a Random Access Resource (see subclause 5.1.2).

Editor’s note:
Whether error conditions are specified is FFS.

5.1.5
Contention Resolution

Contention Resolution is based on C-RNTI on PDCCH and UE Contention Resolution Identity on DL-SCH.

Once the uplink message containing the C-RNTI MAC control element or the uplink message including the CCCH SDU is transmitted, the UE shall:

-
start the Contention Resolution Timer;

-
regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap, monitor the PDCCH until the Contention Resolution Timer expires;

-
if notification of a reception of a PDCCH transmission is received from lower layers, the UE shall:

-
if the C-RNTI MAC control element was included in uplink message:

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by the MAC sublayer itself and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI and contains an UL grant; or 

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by a PDCCH order and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI: 

-
consider this Contention Resolution successful;

-
stop the Contention Resolution Timer;

-
discard the Temporary C-RNTI;

-
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.

-
else if the uplink message included the CCCH SDU and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to its Temporary C-RNTI:

-
if the MAC PDU is successfully decoded:

-
stop the Contention Resolution Timer;

-
if the MAC PDU contains a UE Contention Resolution Identity MAC control element; and

-
if the UE Contention Resolution Identity included in the MAC control element matches the CCCH SDU transmitted in the uplink message:

-
consider this Contention Resolution successful and finish the disassembly and demultiplexing of the MAC PDU;

-
set the C-RNTI to the value of the Temporary C-RNTI;

-
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.

-
else

-
consider this Contention Resolution not successful and discard the successfully decoded MAC PDU.

-
discard the Temporary C-RNTI.

-
if the Contention Resolution Timer expires:

-
consider the Contention Resolution not successful.

-
if the Contention Resolution is considered not successful the UE shall:

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by a PDCCH order and the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER is equal to PREAMBLE_TRANS_MAX:

-
consider the Random Access procedure completed.


-
else:
-
increment PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER by 1;

-
based on the backoff parameter in the UE, select a random backoff time according to a uniform distribution between 0 and the Backoff Parameter Value;

-
delay the subsequent Random Access transmission by the backoff time;

--
proceed to the selection of a Random Access Resource (see subclause 5.1.2).

-
discard the Temporary C-RNTI.

5.1.6
Completion of the Random Access procedure

At successful completion of the Random Access procedure, the UE shall:

-
flush the HARQ buffer used for transmission of the MAC PDU in the [Message3] buffer and consider the next transmission for this process as the very first transmission;

-
if the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER is greater than PREAMBLE_TRANS_MAX:

-
indicate recovery from a Random Access problem to upper layers.

If the Random Access procedure was terminated without successful completion, the UE shall:
-
flush the HARQ buffer used for transmission of the MAC PDU in the [Message3] buffer and consider the next transmission for this process as the very first transmission.
----xx Next section xx-----
5.4.1
UL Grant reception

In order to transmit on the UL-SCH the UE must have a valid uplink grant (except for non-adaptive HARQ retransmissions) which it may receive dynamically on the PDCCH or in a Random Access Response or which may be configured semi-persistently. To perform requested transmissions, the MAC layer receives HARQ information from lower layers.

When the UE has a C-RNTI, Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI, or Temporary C-RNTI, the UE shall for each TTI:

-
if an uplink grant for this TTI has been received on the PDCCH for the UE’s C-RNTI, Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI or Temporary C-RNTI; or

-
if an uplink grant for this TTI has been received in a Random Access Response:

-
deliver the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else, if an uplink grant for this TTI has been received on the PDCCH for the UE’s Semi-Persistent C-RNTI:

-
if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 1:

-
consider the NDI not to have been toggled;

-
indicate a valid uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 0:

-
store the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information as configured uplink grant;

-
initialise (if not active) or re-initialise (if already active) the configured uplink grant to start in this TTI and to recur with the periodicity configured via RRC;

-
consider the NDI bit to have been toggled;

-
indicate a configured uplink grant, valid for new transmission, and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else, if [PDCCH condition for deactivation of SPS]:

-
clear the configured uplink grant (if any).

-
else, if an uplink grant for this TTI has been configured:

-
consider the NDI bit to have been toggled;

-
deliver the configured a configured uplink grant, and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

NOTE:
The period of configured uplink grants is expressed in TTIs.

NOTE:
If the UE receives both a grant in a Random Access Response and a grant for its C-RNTI, the UE may choose to continue with either the grant received in the Random Access Response or the grant for its C-RNTI.

----xx Next section xx----

6.2.3
MAC payload for Random Access Response

The MAC RAR is of fixed size and consists of the following fields:

-
TA: The Timing Advance field indicates the required adjustment to the uplink transmission timing to be used for timing synchronisation (see subclause 4.2.4 of [2]). The size of the TA field is 11 bits;

-
UL Grant: The UpLink Grant field indicates the resources to be used on the uplink. The size of the UL Grant field is 20 bits;

-
Temporary C-RNTI: The Temporary C-RNTI field indicates the temporary identity that is used by the UE during Random Access. The size of the Temporary C-RNTI field is 16 bits.

The MAC RAR is octet aligned.


