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1. Introduction

An email discussion was held between RAN2 #62bis and RAN2 #63 to discuss a way forward on the issue of SIB 18 and Network Sharing
2. Discussion
The goal of the email discussion was to discuss the proposed correction (R2-083391: TEI8 CR to 25.331 REL-8; CR submitted to RAN2#62bis) and an alternative solutions (which wouldn’t require a specification change).

In previous RAN2 meetings, a CR pointing to an issue in the specification was brought forth (SIB18 doesn’t support network sharing) however a way forward was not identified.

The understanding is there are 2 ways forward as listed below:

· A release 8 CR would allow SIB 18 to indicate lists of PLMN in case of network sharing (as explained in R2-084027) 

· An alternative solution (proposed by Ericsson) makes use of the "Equivalent PLMN" feature (and doesn’t require a CR) 

· When the UE registers in one of the sharing PLMNs, it is assigned an equivalent PLMN ID, which used as an equivalent PLMN to all of the sharing PLMNs. 

· The equivalent PLMN ID is not broadcast in the MIB, but it may be used in SIB18 to indicate the neighbouring cells that are possible to reselect for a UE registered to one of the sharing PLMNs, independent in which of the PLMNs the UE is registered. 

· The alternative solution does not require any change in SIB18 and should be possible to use also with legacy UEs, because only one PLMN ID needs to be signalled for each neighbouring cell. 

· Some concerns have been raised that this solution wouldn’t allow for all combinations that the CR would allow.
 The goal of the email discussion was to understand what should the way forward be.
T-Mobile expressed a preference to not couple the ePLMN feature and Network Sharing.
3. Proposed way forward

As no objections were raised to the preference indicated by T-Mobile, enable Network Sharing to be supported without the ePLMN feature.
A CR enabling this way forward has been proposed in R2-084027.
