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1. Introduction

It was decided in the RAN2#62 meeting that the E-DCH backoff parameters are applied when:

A) UE receives a NACK on the AICH and E-AICH is not configured

B) UE receives a NACK on both AICH and E-AICH

C) UE does not receive the E-AGCH after a certain period of time after the UE started the transmission, i.e. contention resolution was unsuccessful

However, it was left FFS whether the E-DCH backoff parameters are applied when:
D) UE receives the E-AGCH with grant value ‘INACTIVE’ and data remains in RLC

In this paper an attempt has been made to address this issue.
2. Discussion
Explicit release of common E-DCH resources could be initiated by the network due to either of the following reasons:

· Network runs out of common resources

· UE exceeds the resource utilization as set by the network policy

CASE 1: Network runs out of common resources
Typically, the admission control mechanism of the network should ensure that the network does not run out of common resources. However, in the rarest of the rare scenarios, it is possible that the network needs to release the common resources allocated to certain UEs.
One could argue that the UE should not attempt to access the common resources immediately after the explicit release. However, it should be kept in mind that the UE could not cause much damage given that the network can always reject the UE’s request for common resources. This would anyway introduce the backoff according to the cases A, B or C above.
Therefore, there is no problem in treating the UE as a “normal” one and allow it to initiate access to the common resources.
CASE 2: UE exceeds the resource utilization as set by the network policy 

In a typical R99 scenario, a UE having a lot of data to transmit is switched to dedicated resources. There is no reason why this should not be done for Rel-8 as well i.e. it is highly unlikely that the network releases the common resources allocated to a UE without allocating it dedicated resources.

Therefore, even though the network may have a policy to release the common resources according to a defined maximum occupancy period, it should be treated as an exceptional error case, if and when that happens.
Again, assuming a properly working admission control and keeping in mind the network’s discretion to reject (and introduce a backoff later), there is no problem in treating the UE as a “normal” one and allow it to initiate access to the common resources.
3. Proposal

It is evident from the discussion that not having an explicit backoff when the common resources given to the UE are explicitly released (and some data still remains in RLC) does not cause any problems. At the worst, a backoff, if really required, will be introduced after the access to the common resources is initiated by the UE again.
Therefore it is proposed that:

No backoff is applied when the common resources assigned to a UE are released explicitly i.e. using E-AGCH with grant value ‘INACTIVE.’
It should be noted that no CR would be required for this agreement.
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