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1. Introduction, discussion and proposal
The MAC PDU carrying the LTE handover complete message is larger than what fits in an 80-bit UL grant typically provided with the RA Response. Thus, the handover complete message would typically need to be segmented and a second UL grant be provided for transmission of the second segment. To accelerate signalling of the handover complete message and avoid extra PDCCH signalling due to the additional UL grant, it has been proposed to attach a multiplicity to the UL grant provided in the RA Response  [1].

The Random Access (RA) Response is one of the most fundamental messages in LTE. A functioning RA procedure and well defined RA Response is essential for adequate functionality of the system. Since no information about the release version of the UE is available to the eNB at the time of transmission of the RA Response, it is imperative that the RA Response format used by the eNBs is understood by UEs of all releases. This implies that future improvements such as acceleration of handover complete signalling as proposed in [1] needs to be taken into account when defining the Random Access Response format for Rel-8. The consequence of not considering future improvement when specifying the RA Response format, would typically be (severely) limited opportunities for improvements in future releases and/or undesired side-effects on UEs of older releases. 
In a reply LS on PDCCH for DL data arrival and random access response format [2], RAN1 notes that to allow for future extension, 3 bits instead of 4 could be considered for the TPC field provided in a RA Response UL grant. Hence, the UL grant provided within the RA Response can be confined to 20 bits and the remaining bit (the 21st bit) can be reserved for future use.

Proposal: To allow for future improvements it is proposed to reserve 1 bit in the RA Response for future use.
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