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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank CT1 and SA3 for their reply LSs on outstanding NAS messages. For reference the two options that RAN2 initially proposed were:
1) No additional mechanism is defined for this case. In case a received AS SMC is not correlated to the transmitted NAS message carrying the synchronization information, SECURY MODE FAILURE occurs. RAN2 assumes that when SECURITY MODE FAILURE occurs, the RRC connection would be released and, hence, the condition that re-transmission of the initial NAS message is done over a new RRC connection would be met. 

2) Correlation can be performed by echoing the synchronization information, or a part thereof, back in the AS SMC. 

Although a minority of companies challenged CT1’s preference for option 2, RAN2 has agreed to take option 2 as a working assumption. The exact number of bits to be echoed for synchronisation purpose is however FFS.
2. Actions:

To CT1 and SA3
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks CT1 and SA3 to take RAN2 agreement into account. Any guidance on the number of bits to be echoes for synchronisation is welcome.
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