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1 Discussion
This contribution is addressing what should be CondA when the handover is considered successful from the UE point of view. Ericsson previously proposed that CondA to be met when the UE receives a HARQ ack on the Handover Confirm message. After further studies we now think it is unnecessary to link the completion of the RRC procedure to such low level functionality as HARQ feedback. We therefore instead prefer to link the completion of the handover procedure to success of the MAC random access procedure which is a clean condition from the MAC specification point of view. 
2 Proposal
It is proposed that CondA should be met when the MAC layer reports the success of the Random Access procedure. This corresponds to condition A3 in case of contention free access and condition A6 in case of contention based access. From the MAC layer point of view A3/A6 is the condition telling the UE that the Random Access procedure has been completed, so this condition is a very natural condition from MAC point of view. From mobility functions point of view this condition means that the UL in the target cell works, and it is therefore very likely that the handover will succeed which means it is a good time to stop the handover timer.

Comments on other proposals:

A6/A6 is slightly more complex that A3/A6 since it requires MAC in the contention free case to inform higher layers about the case when it receives a grant on PDCCH. In some scenarios when there is no data to send this solution could also require extra PDCCH signalling.

A3/A3 has probably similar complexity as A3/A6 from an implementation and specification point of view, the drawback however is that when contention occurs the UE will anyway think that the handover succeeded before the UL has been verified leading to more radio link failures instead of more optimized handover failures.

A5/A6 is more complex than A3/A6 since it requires MAC to inform higher layers about a HARQ ack. No other feature identified so far requires this functionality from the MAC layer.

3 Conclusion
It is proposed that CondA should be met when the MAC layer reports the success of the Random Access procedure. This corresponds to condition A3 in case of contention free access and condition A6 in case of contention based access.
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