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1
Introduction
At RAN2#60bis, MAC-i/is entities as well as a baseline header for them were introduced to support “Improved L2 for uplink” [1].  Most of the header structures for these layers were agreed upon [2]. In this contribution, we consider the remaining issues considering the MAC-i/is header.
2
Discussion
The size of the L field and the method of explicitly signaling E-RNTI were not determined at RAN#60bis.

The L field indicates the size of the RLC PDU in bytes. It was accepted at RAN2#60 to have a maximum RLC PDU size. We believe that this value should be large enough in order to minimize the RLC header overhead for users which can support large TB sizes. Even for very conservative values for the maximum PDU size (e.g. 1500 bits), an L field of 8 bits is needed. Due to the octet alignment of MAC-i/is header, there is no gain in terms of overhead reduction when L is less than 11 bits. Therefore we propose that L field have a size of 11 bits, i.e. the same size as the L field in the MAC-ehs header.

The E-RNTI is included in the MAC packet during the contention resolution in the Enhanced Uplink CELL_FACH state. It was decided at RAN#60bis that this will be indicated explicitly in the MAC-i header. This can be done, for example, by a special value of the L field or by the LCH-ID field. During the CELL_FACH state, it is very unlikely that a UE will need to use 16 logical channels so one of them can be reserved for indicating the E-RNTI. Since the LCH-ID is 4 bits and the MAC header is octet-aligned, the remaining 4-bits can be used for other purposes.
3 
Conclusions

In this contribution, we propose 

Proposal 1: MAC-i header contains 11-bits length field L for each RLC PDU.

Proposal 2: E-RNTI is explicitly signaled by a special value of the Logical Channel field.
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