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1 Introduction
One of the targets for E-DCH in CELL_FACH is to provide a seamless transition between CELL_FACH and CELL_DCH. The purpose of this contribution is to discuss the switch from Enhanced CELL_FACH to CELL_DCH.

2 Discussion
2.1 Control plane
The decision has been to use a set of common E-DCH configurations in CELL_FACH, which are managed by the NodeB. In the channel switching procedure, there is therefore a need to send a new E-DCH configuration to be used in CELL_DCH to the UE from the RNC. Thus we think that the switch to CELL_DCH will be based on the same signaling as in Rel-99, see Figure 1, in which this new E-DCH configuration is signaled to the UE in the Radio Bearer or Transport Channel Reconfiguration message from the RNC.
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Figure 1: Channel type switch procedure

Proposal 1: The Radio Bearer or Transport channel reconfiguration is used to move a user from Enhanced CELL_FACH to CELL_DCH.
2.2 User plane

Seamless user plane transmission requires that the L2 header format is the same in both CELL_FACH and CELL_DCH. A proposal for MAC-i/is header format for CELL_DCH is given in ‎[2]. We propose that the same MAC-i/is header format is applied also the Enhanced CELL_FACH state. In addition to this, a UE-id field (E-RNTI) is needed for identification in CELL_FACH until contention has been resolved ‎[3]. The existence of E-RNTI in the MAC header is indicated by a dedicated bit in the header.
Proposal 2: The new MAC-i/is PDU format is applied also in CELL_FACH, with a dedicated bit in the MAC header to indicate the existence of an E-RNTI in the header.
3 Conclusion and proposal
It is proposed to discuss and agree on the proposals in this contribution.
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