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1. Overall Description:

In order to allow future extension of GANSS satellites list, and to align the specification onto GERAN working assumption, RAN2 have discussed an issue related the encoding of Satellite Identifiers in the UMTS System  Information  containing Almanac Assistance data for GNSS.
Since the initial intention of when Assisted Galileo WI started was that RAN specifications should be derived from GERAN, and since there is an on-going debate within GERAN about the encoding the Satellites Almanac list, RAN2 would like to inform GERAN WG2 that they have discussed this topic also. But RAN2 decision is pending on GERAN2, so RAN2 have technically endorsed two solutions, either based on SV ID or Satmask, which are mutually exclusive and which are described in the attached CRs.
Before GERAN2 make any decision, RAN2 would like to inform GERAN2 about the two following outcomes :
1. In UMTS specification, one should not become confused between SIB15.3bis occurrences and  SIB15.3bis block segments: according to RRC (TS 25.331), a User Equipment shall have all segments of one occurrence of a SIB to decode the occurrence of the SIB, but each occurrence of SIB15.3bis can be decoded independently by a User Equipment. Thus, the encoding of SIB15.3bis is not affected by the RRC segmentation; but the signalling efficiency of SIB15.3bis is only affected by the way the Satellites list is distributed among the occurrences of SIB15.3bis.
2. In RAN2’s understanding, the use SV ID is more efficient if there are only few Satellite Almanacs in SIB15.3bis, whereas a high number of Satellite Almanacs in SIB15.3bis is favoured by the use of the Satmask bitmap.  RAN2 have not been able to determine which scenarios are realistic and therefore assume that this issue is best decided by GERAN2, where the question is already being studied.
Therefore, RAN2 eagerly await a status report from GERAN2 on SV ID vs Satmask. Since it is wished to close UMTS Rel-7 at December RAN plenary with a freeze of ASN1 signalling, an answer from GERAN2 is wished in a very short time for the safety of RAN Rel-7 project plan.

2. Actions:
To GERAN WG2.

ACTION 1: 
Note the two RAN WG2 outcomes expressed above
ACTION 2: 
Inform RAN WG2 whether SV IDs or Satmask should be used to describe the Satellites Almanacs list
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN=WG2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN-WG2 Meeting #60bis 
14 - 18 Jan 2008
Seville, Spain
TSG-RAN-WG2 Meeting #61
11 - 15 Feb 2008
Sorrento, Italy
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