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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 discussed during RAN2#60 the HARQ protocol operation. It is required to have an indicator in the assignment to indicate whether a new transmission or retransmission should be sent. Either a New Data Indicator (NDI) bit that is toggled for each new MAC PDU or a special value of the Redundancy Version (RV) field is needed to indicate that a new transmission should be sent. From a HARQ operation perspective there is no significant performance difference between the two approaches. 
RAN2 concluded that a separate NDI bit is not required for HARQ protocol operation. Instead, RV=0 can be used to indicate that a new transmission is sent. This implies that the redundancy Version with RV=0 can not be retransmitted, since it would lead to buffer flush. Assuming a two bit RV field size, this would imply that there would be 3 code-points for redundancy versions left that can be retransmitted. 

RAN2 would like to inform RAN1 about this conclusion and would kindly ask to confirm that it is sufficient to have 3 redundancy versions that can be retransmitted. 
2. Actions:

To RAN1 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 would like to inform RAN1 about this agreement and would kindly ask to confirm that it is sufficient to have 3 redundancy versions that can be retransmitted.
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