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Introduction and proposal
During the last RAN2 meeting in Orlando the importance of LTE to GERAN NACC was raised in [1] and widely supported by operators. 
As one company requested more time for the final decision, this contributes comes back to the proposal to support NACC from LTE to GERAN and proposes the necessary modifications to the stage2 [2] and stage3 [3].

It is proposed to agree on the changes below and that the support of NACC is mandatory for terminals supporting GERAN. Finally 3GPP GERAN shall be informed for the RAN2/GERAN Workshop September 27th & 28th in order to ensure that the RIM functionality is updated if necessary.
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Proposed modification to 36.300

**** start modification ****

7.2
RRC protocol states & state transitions

RRC uses the following states:

-
RRC_IDLE:

-
UE specific DRX configured by NAS;

-
Broadcast of system information;

-
Paging;

-
Cell re-selection mobility;

-
The UE shall have been allocated an id which uniquely identifies the UE in a tracking area;

-
No RRC context stored in the eNB.

-
RRC_CONNECTED:

-
UE has an E-UTRAN-RRC connection;

-
UE has context in E-UTRAN;

-
E-UTRAN knows the cell which the UE belongs to;

-
Network can transmit and/or receive data to/from UE;

-
Network controlled mobility (handover and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN);

- 
Neighbour cell measurements;

-
At PDCP/RLC/MAC level:

- 
UE can transmit and/or receive data to/from network;

- 
UE monitors control signalling channel for shared data channel to see if any transmission over the shared data channel has been allocated to the UE;

- 
UE also reports channel quality information and feedback information to eNB;

-
DRX/DTX period can be configured according to UE activity level for UE power saving and efficient resource utilization. This is under control of the eNB.

**** next modification ****
10.2
Inter RAT

10.2.1
Cell reselection

A UE in RRC_IDLE performs cell reselection. The principles of this procedure are as follows:

-
The UE makes measurements of attributes of the serving and neighbour cells to enable the reselection process:

-
Only the frequency needs to be indicated to enable the UE to search and measure UTRA neighbouring cells;

-
Each neighbouring GERAN cell needs to be indicated in the serving cell system information to enable the UE to search and measure a cell i.e. it is not sufficient to indicate the list of BCCH frequencies (range);

-
Measurements may be omitted if the serving cell attribute fulfils particular search or measurement criteria. The criteria and rules relating to which measurements may be omitted are FFS;

-
Cell reselection identifies the cell that the UE should camp on. It is based on cell reselection criteria which involves measurements of the serving and neighbour cells. Details of the cell reselection criteria are FFS;

-
For UTRAN and GERAN neighbouring cells, an NCL can be provided by the serving cell. This NCL can contain cell specific cell reselection parameters (e.g. offset) for specific neighbouring cells;

-
It should be possible to prevent the UE from reselecting to specific detected neighbouring cells. The details of the mechanism are FFS;

-
Cell reselection can be speed dependent (speed detection based on UTRAN solution);
-
Cell reselection parameters are applicable to all UEs in a cell, but it is possible to configure specific reselection parameters per UE group or per UE.
Cell access restrictions apply as for UTRAN, which consist of access class (AC) barring and cell reservation (e.g. for cells “reserved for operator use”) applicable for mobiles in RRC_IDLE mode.

When performing cell reselection while the UE is camped on another RAT, the principles of this procedure are as follows:

-
The UE measures attributes of the E-UTRA neighbouring cells:

-
Only the carrier frequencies need to be indicated to enable the UE to search and measure E-UTRA neighbouring cells;

-
Cell reselection identifies the cell that the UE should camp on. It is based on cell reselection criteria which involves measurements of the serving and neighbour cells. Details of the cell reselection criteria are FFS;

-
For E-UTRA neighbouring cells, there is no need to indicate cell-specific cell reselection parameters i.e. these parameters are common to all neighbouring cells on an E-UTRA frequency;

-
Cell reselection parameters are applicable to all UEs in a cell, but it is possible to configure specific reselection parameters per UE group or per UE.

-
It should be possible to prevent the UE from reselecting to specific detected neighbouring cells. The details of the mechanism are FFS;

10.2.2
Handover and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN
Inter RAT HO and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN is designed so that changes to GERAN and UTRAN are minimised. This can be done by following the principles specified for GERAN to/from UTRAN intersystem HO. In particular the following principles are applied to E-UTRAN Inter RAT HO or inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN design:

1.
Inter RAT HO is network controlled through source access system. The source access system decides about starting the preparation and provides the necessary information to the target system in the format required by the target system. That is, the source system adapts to the target system. The actual handover execution is decided in the source system.

2.
Inter RAT HO is backwards handover, i.e. radio resources are prepared in the target 3GPP access system before the UE is commanded by the source 3GPP access system to change to the target 3GPP access system.

3.
To enable backwards handover, and while RAN level interfaces are not available, a control interface exists in CN level. In Inter RAT HO involving E-UTRAN access, this interface is between 2G/3G SGSN and corresponding MME/Serving Gateway.

4.
The target access system will be responsible for giving exact guidance for the UE on how to make the radio access there (this includes radio resource configuration, target cell system information etc.). This information is given during the handover preparation and should be transported completely transparently through the source access system to the UE.

5.
Mechanisms for avoiding or mitigating the loss of user data (i.e. forwarding) can be used until the 3GPP Anchor determines that it can send DL U-plane data directly to the target system.

6.
The handover procedure should not require any UE to CN signalling in order for data to start to flow in the target system. This requires that the security context, UE capability context and QoS context is transferred (or translated) within the network between source and target system.

7.
Similar handover procedure should apply for handovers of both real time and non-real time services; for interworking towards GERAN inter-RAT cell change order with NACC is supported. 
8.
Similar handover procedure should apply for both Inter RAT Handover and intra-LTE Handover with EPC node change.
9.
Network controlled mobility is supported even if no prior UE measurements have been performed on the target cell and/or frequency ("blind HO" or "blind NACC" is supported)."
10.2.3
Measurements

10.2.3.1
Inter-RAT handovers and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERANfrom E-UTRAN

Measurements to be performed by a UE for inter-RAT mobility can be controlled by E-UTRAN, using broadcast or dedicated control. In RRC_CONNECTED state, a UE shall follow the measurement parameters specified by RRC or MAC commands (FFS) directed from the E-UTRAN (e.g. as in UTRAN MEASUREMENT_CONTROL).

UE performs inter-RAT neighbour cell measurements during DL/UL idle periods that are provided by the network through suitable DRX/DTX period or packet scheduling if necessary.

NOTE:
How the gaps are controlled, as well as how the scheduler knows the gaps required by the UE, is FFS.

10.2.3.2
Inter-RAT handovers to E-UTRAN

From UTRAN, UE performs E-UTRAN measurements by using idle periods created by compressed mode (CELL_DCH), FACH measurement occasions (CELL_FACH - FFS), or DRX (other states).
From GERAN, E-UTRAN measurements are performed in the same way as WCDMA measurements for handover to UTRAN: E-UTRAN measurements are performed in GSM idle frames in a time multiplexed manner. However, it should be discussed with GERAN how to ensure that inter-RAT measurements do not take too much measurement time, while the requested 3GPP inter-RAT measurements can be performed well enough.

Design constraints of 3GPP inter-RAT measurements should be considered when L1 details of E-UTRAN concept are defined.

10.2.3.3
Inter-RAT cell reselection from E-UTRAN

In RRC_IDLE state, a UE shall follow the measurement parameters specified by the E-UTRAN broadcast (as in UTRAN SIB). The use of dedicated measurement control is FFS.

10.2.3.4
Limiting measurement load at UE

Introduction of E-UTRA implies co-existence of various UE capabilities. Each UE may support different combinations of RATs, e.g., E-UTRA, UTRA, GSM, and non-3GPP RATs, and different combinations of frequency bands, e.g., 800 MHz, 1.7 GHz, 2 GHZ, etc. Moreover, some UEs may support the full E-UTRA spectrum bandwidth of 20 MHz, whereas some UEs may support only a part of 20 MHz. Despite such heterogeneous environment, the measurement load at UE should be minimised. To limit the measurement load and the associated control load:

-
E-UTRAN can configure the RATs to be measured by UE;

-
The number of measurement criteria (event and periodic reporting criteria) should be limited (as in TS 25.133 subclause 8.3.2 [7]);

-
E-UTRAN should be aware of the UE capabilities for efficient measurement control, to prevent unnecessary waking up of the measurement entity;

-
The UE capabilities should be categorised to prevent diversion of capabilities and conformance test scenarios, FFS;

-
Support for blind HO (i.e., HO without measurement reports from UE) is FFS.

10.2.4
Network Aspects
**** end modification ****
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Proposed modification to 36.331

**** start modification ****
4
General

Covering RRC Functions, services provided to upper layers, services expected from lower layers and an overview of RRC States and State Transitions including GSM

4.1
Introduction

This specification is organised as follows:

-
sub-clause 4.2 describes the RRC protocol model;

-
sub-clause 4.3 specifies the services provided to upper layers as well as the services expected from lower layers;

-
sub-clause 4.4 lists the RRC functions;

-
clause 5 specifies RRC procedures, including UE state transitions;

-
clause 6 specifies the RRC message in a tabular format;

-
clause 7 specifies the variables (including protocol timers and constants) and counters to be used by the UE;

-
clause 8 specifies the encoding of the RRC messages.

4.2
Architecture

4.2.1
UE states and state transitions including inter RAT
A UE is in RRC_CONNECTED when an RRC connection has been established. If this is not the case i.e. no RRC connection is established, the UE is in RRC_IDLE state. The RRC states can further be characterised as follows:

-
RRC_IDLE:

-
Transfer of broadcast/ multicast data to UE;
-
A UE specific DRX may be configured by upper layers.
-
UE controlled mobility;

-
The UE:

-
Monitors a Paging channel to detect incoming calls;

-
Performs cell (re-)selection;

-
Acquires system information.
-
RRC_CONNECTED:

-
Transfer of data to/from UE. At lower layers, the UE:

-
May be configured with a UE specific DRX/ DTX.
-
Network controlled mobility i.e. handover and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN;

- 
The UE:

-
Monitors control channels associated with the shared data channel to determine if data is scheduled for it;

-
Provides channel quality and feedback information;

-
Performs neighbouring cell measurements.

NOTE:
In addition, during connection establishment, the UE temporarily is in a transient intermediate state.

The following figure not only provides an overview of the RRC states in E-UTRA, but also the mobility support between E-UTRAN, UTRAN and GERAN.
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Figure 4.2: E-UTRA states and inter RAT mobility procedures
The transition from UTRA CELL_FACH to E-UTRA RRC_IDLE is supported (e.g. following radio link failure); this transition is not supported in the other direction. 
The mobility procedure used between E-UTRA RRC_CONNECTED and UTRA is FFS i.e. whether handover or cell change order is used. For the mobility between E-UTRA RRC_CONNECTED and GERAN handover is supported in both directions and inter-RAT cell change order with NACC to GERAN is supported from E-UTRAN to GERAN. 
Network controlled mobility is supported even if no prior UE measurements have been performed on the target cell and/or frequency ("blind HO" or "blind NACC" is supported)."
The mobility between E-UTRA and non-3GPP systems is FFS.
**** end modification ****
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