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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank SA3 for their LS on Security Mode Command procedure for SAE/LTE.

RAN2s agrees that both scenarios, i.e. having a combined NAS and AS security mode command or having separate security mode commands as shown in the LS from SA3 are possible. However RAN2s assumption is that the proposal in the figures is representing the attach procedure, and not the more frequent state transition from idle to active mode. Because the attach procedure would only be performed rarely, RAN2 does not consider that performance of this procedure is crucial.
RAN2s understanding is that during the state transition from idle to active mode there will be no security mode command performed on NAS level and only a security mode command on AS level is necessary, because security on NAS level would already be running.

Furthermore the security mode command for activation of security in AS will most likely include some means to ensure synchronization of the activation of security between the UE and the eNodeB. Therefore the security mode command can not be transparent to the AS.

Based on the above mentioned reasons RAN2 has agreed that there is a need for an AS security mode command for the activation of AS security. Because this security mode command can as well be used for the activation of AS security during the attach procedure a combined NAS and AS security mode command is not seen necessary.

2. Actions:

To SA3 group.

ACTION:
RAN2 kindly asks SA3 to take the above considerations and conclusions into account.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2#59, August 20 – 24, Athens, Greece

