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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction

This paper discusses the planning of the RRC specification work. The paper includes a number of proposals that are considered necessary to facilitate a timely completion of the specification.

2 Discussion
2.1 Stages

The UTRA specification work related to RRC involved a number of steps:

· Preparation phase: A preparation phase in which the main sequences were identified in terms of what functionality needs to be performed together. During this phase also the specification methodology and convetions were agreed, which is to a large extend reflected TR 25.921

· Milestone 1: When the preparation phase was completed to a sufficient level of detail, the next phase, the message specification could be started.

· Message specification: The message specification initially started with a somewhat informal description, which was later translated into more formalised specification text

· Milestone 2: When the message description work was completed to a sufficient level of detail, the next phase, the procedural specification could be started.

· Procedural specification: Similar to the message specification, the procedural specification initially started with a somewhat informal description, which was later translated into a more formalised specification text.
Note
The procedures follow after the messages since the UE procedural behaviour is specified in terms of messages and their information elements. Consequently, the procedural specification work involved validation and updating of the message specification
· Milestone 3: When the procedural specification was completed to a sufficient level of detail, the next phase of the final formalised message specification could be started.

· Formal message specification: This was done as a final stage, resulting in further validation and updating of the message specification
2.2 Potential specification plan

It is assumed that the E-UTRA RRC specification work plan will resemble the process as used for UTRA, although we should be able to benefit from the past experience e.g. most of the specification conventions can probably be re-used.
Further remarks:

· In case we re-use all specification conventions unchanged, we could do without a descriptive phase i.e. go into specification phase immediately. Nevertheless, it does not seem possible to start the next stage prior to achieving a certain level of completion. Hence, this does significantly help to bring forward the completion date
· To achieve a uniform specification while allowing parallel preparation of specification text, clear conventions are needed. It is assumed that these will probably need to be evolved along the specification process

· The time plan does not allow extensive alignment of specification drafts from different contributors by the rapporteur)

· Activitiy in between meetings is essential to meet the plan, possibly multiple conference calls. These conference calls should focus on identifiying and resolving the main open issues. Detailed review of specification text should be done otherwise

· It seems desirable to maintain a list of main working assumptions, open issues as well as a summary of the (new) specification conventions

The UTRA specification took considerably longer than the time available according to the current LTE work plan. In case 2 RAN2 meeting cycles would be used for the activities between each of the milestones, the start of the ASN.1 work would be in January 2008. This illustrates that the time plan is rather challenging and that careful planning is required to achieve the anticipated goal.

The following figure shows a potential plan of the RRC specification plan that may results in 80% completion of the message specification and 50% completion of the procedure specication work by the current target date.

[image: image1.emf] 

ASN.1  

Procedures  

Messages  

Preparation  

RAN2#57b   March ‘07   RAN2#5 8   May ‘07  

RAN2#5 8 b   June ‘07   RAN2#5 9   August ‘07   RAN2#5 9 b   October ‘07   RAN2# 60   November ‘07  


Figure 1: Potential RRC specification work plan
The plan is based on the assumption that the milestones have to coincide with RAN2 meetings.

3 Conclusion & recommendation
In this contribution we have discussed the specification approach for the LTE RRC specification. RAN2 is requested to discuss the plan, to agree tentative dates for the indicated milestones and to agree the further action required (e-mail discussions, conference calls) to achieve the first milestone accordingly. 
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