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1 Introduction

RAN1 has identified a potential need to control inter-cell interference through a load indication, which would require a UE to receive and decode information from neighbor cells [1, Section 9.1.2.4.2]. In RAN2 it is still being debated as to whether inter-cell interference control is needed, and if it is needed then is it possible to do it through the network. In [2] the pros and cons of load indication over the air vs. load indication through the network were discussed. From a system performance point of view, one of the most important things to consider is the latency of the inter-cell interference control scheme; and low latency requirements pose different types of challenges depending on if the load indication is sent via the air interface or via the network. In this contribution we present scheduling approaches for network based vs. air interface based inter-cell interference control, and provide system level simulation results illustrating the degradation in performance as a function of the load indication latency.

2 Methods to Provide Inter-cell Interference Control

2.1 Inter-cell Interference Control Through an IoT Overload Indicator Air Interface Channel

Figure 1(a) illustrates the concept of inter-cell interference control over the air interface. In this scheme each cell broadcasts an Interference over Thermal (IoT) overload indicator bit on a specific downlink channel. The IoT is the ratio of the measured interference power from UEs in other cells to the thermal noise power in the cell of interest. The IoT overload indicator channel indicates that the measured IoT at a particular cell is above a network configured threshold (which would be determined from a link budget for example). UEs would decode the IoT overload indicator from one or more neighboring cells. To simplify implementation only the load indicator from the strongest neighbor cell would be decoded, where the strongest neighbor cell can be identified based on downlink pilot power measurements. The idea in controlling inter-cell interference would be that UEs would reduce their maximum transmit power spectral density (Max_Tx_PSD), defined here to be the transmit power per subcarrier, as a function of how close the UE is to an overloaded cell; a measure of how close the UE is could be based on a downlink pilot power ratio measurement between the current serving cell and the strongest neighbor cell (a similar measurement is anyway needed for handoff). The reduction in UE Max_Tx_PSD can happen in two different ways

1. Autonomous decision by the UE: The UE autonomously reduces its Max_Tx_PSD based on monitoring the strongest neighbor cell’s IoT overload indicator, where the reduction factor is based on the downlink pilot power ratio (PPR). The new Max_Tx_PSD setting would be sent to the eNode-B scheduler of the serving cell as part of the scheduling information

2. Decision made by UL scheduler: The UE could include the decoded IoT overload indicator bit in its scheduling information and relay it to the eNode-B scheduler of the serving cell, along with a downlink PPR for the overloaded cell. This would then allow the eNode-B scheduler to accordingly reduce the UEs Max_Tx_PSD as a function of the PPR. Note that this option implies larger latency than option 1 as the UE does not immediately adjust its Max_Tx_PSD in reaction to the overload indication; instead the UE must wait under the next emission of its scheduling information, which may be on the order of hundreds of milliseconds.
2.2 Inter-cell Interference Control Through the Network

Figure 1(b) illustrates the use of load indicators being exchanged at the network level via the X2 interface. In this case the scheduler could control inter-cell interference in the following way:

· The scheduler is made aware through the network layer signalling that a particular neighbour cell is overloaded

· The scheduler receives scheduling information from the UEs which it is serving, and the UEs include in their scheduling information the (shortened) cell ID of the strongest neighbour cell as well as the downlink pilot power ratio (PPR) for the strongest neighbour cell. 

· The scheduler will accordingly reduce the Max_Tx_PSD of UEs who are close to overloaded neighboring cells (as determined by the PPR measurements in the scheduling information), and the amount by which the Max_Tx_PSD is reduced is a function of the PPR. 
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Figure 1: Inter-cell interference control through (a) use of IoT indicators broadcast over the air interface and (b) use of load indicators through the network via the X2 interface.

3 Latency Impact on Inter-cell Interference Control

Achieving low latency for inter-cell interference control has different implications for load indication via the air interface vs. via the network. Low latency via the air interface method requires higher UE complexity, as the UE must frequently decode the IoT overload indicator channel from one (or more) neighbour cells. When load indications are sent via the network over the X2 interface, all neighbour eNode-Bs must exchange overload indicators, and there is an additional burden on the eNode-B scheduler to search through its served UEs to find those that are “close” to overloaded neighbour cells.

The companion RAN1 contribution in [3] provides detailed uplink system simulation results. The results indicate that a closed loop inter-cell interference control mechanism operating with a reporting interval on the order of 10ms – 20ms provides higher cell edge performance.

4 Conclusions

Inter-cell interference control can be accomplished either via an overload indicator channel on the air interface or via communication between eNode-Bs at the network level. Both air interface based approaches and network based approaches face challenges in achieving low latencies. Performance results in the companion RAN1 contribution indicate that updated load information provided on the order of 10ms – 20ms allows for higher cell edge rates, which should be taken into consideration when defining mechanisms to allow for inter-cell interference control.
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