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6
Radio Interface Protocol Architecture for evolved UTRA

The E-UTRAN consists of eNBs, providing the E-UTRA user plane (RLC/MAC/PHY) and control plane (RRC) protocol terminations towards the UE. The eNBs interface to the aGW via the S1 [5].

Figure 6 below gives an overview of the E-UTRAN architecture where yellow-shaded boxes depict the logical nodes, white boxes depict the functional entities of the control plane, blue boxes depict the functional entities of the user plane and dashed frames indicate the functions or logical nodes that are not yet agreed. It remains FFS whether the aGW is split into U- and C-plane.
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Figure 6: E-UTRAN Architecture

The functions hosted by the eNB are:

-
Selection of aGW at attachment;

-
Routing towards aGW at RRC activation;

-
Scheduling and transmission of paging messages;

-
Scheduling and transmission of BCCH information;

-
Dynamic allocation of resources to UEs in both uplink and downlink;

-
The configuration and provision of eNB measurements;

-
Radio Bearer Control;

-
Radio Admission Control;

-
Connection Mobility Control in LTE_ACTIVE state.

The functions hosted by the aGW are:

-
Paging origination;

-
LTE_IDLE state management;

-
Ciphering of the user plane;

-
PDCP;

-
SAE Bearer Control (see 3GPP TR 23.882 [3]);

-
Ciphering and integrity protection of NAS signalling.
6.1
User plane

Figure 6.1 below shows the user-plane protocol stack for E-UTRAN, where:

-
RLC and MAC sublayers (terminated in eNB on the network side) perform the functions listed in section 8, e.g.:

- 
Scheduling;

-
ARQ;

-
HARQ.

-
PDCP sublayer (terminated in aGW on the network side) performs for the user plane the functions listed in section 8, e.g.: 

-
Header Compression;

-
Integrity Protection (FFS);

-
Ciphering.
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Figure 6.1: User-plane protocol stack

6.2
Control plane

Figure 6.2 below shows the control-plane protocol stack for E-UTRAN. The following working assumptions apply:

-
RLC and MAC sublayers (terminated in eNB on the network side) perform the same functions as for the user plane;

-
RRC (terminated in eNB on the network side) performs the functions listed in section 8, e.g.: 

- 
Broadcast;

-
Paging;

-
RRC connection management;

-
RB control;

-
Mobility functions;

-
UE measurement reporting and control.

PDCP sublayer (terminated in aGW on the network side) performs for the control plane the functions listed in section 8, e.g.: 

-
Integrity Protection;

-
Ciphering.

-
NAS (terminated in aGW on the network side) performs among other things:

-
SAE bearer management;

-
Authentication;

-
Idle mode mobility handling;

-
Paging origination in LTE_IDLE;

-
Security control for the signalling between aGW and UE, and for the user plane.

NOTE:
the NAS control protocol is not covered by the scope of this TR and is only mentioned for information.
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Figure 6.2: Control-plane protocol stack
8
Layer 2 and RRC Evolution for evolved UTRA

Layer 2 is split into the following sublayers: Medium Access Control (MAC), Radio Link Control (RLC) and Packet Data Convergence Protocol (PDCP). Figure 8a and Figure 8b below depicts the PDCP/RLC/MAC architecture for downlink and uplink respectively, where:

-
Service Access Points (SAP) for peer-to-peer communication are marked with circles at the interface between sublayers. The SAP between the physical layer and the MAC sublayer provides the transport channels. The SAPs between the MAC sublayer and the RLC sublayer provide the logical channels. The SAPs between the RLC sublayer and the PDCP sublayer provide the radio bearers.

-
The multiplexing of several logical channels on the same transport channel is possible;

-
The multiplexing of radio bearers with the same QoS onto the same priority queue is FFS. If there is no multiplexing of radio bearers onto priority queues, there is only one level of multiplexing in the RLC and MAC sublayers;

-
In the uplink, only one transport block is generated per TTI in the non-MIMO case;

-
In the downlink, the number of transport block is FFS.
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Figure 8a: Layer 2 Structure for DL in eNB and aGW
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Figure 8b: Layer 2 Structure for UL in UE

8.1
MAC Sublayer

This subclause provides an overview on services and functions provided by the MAC sublayer.

8.1.1
Services and Functions

The main services and functions of the MAC sublayer include:

-
Mapping between logical channels and transport channels;

-
Multiplexing/demultiplexing of RLC PDUs belonging to one or different radio bearers into/from transport blocks (TB) delivered to/from the physical layer on transport channels;
-
Traffic volume measurement reporting;

-
Error correction through HARQ;

-
Priority handling between logical channels of one UE;

-
Priority handling between UEs by means of dynamic scheduling;

-
Transport format selection;

-
Mapping of Access Classes to Access Service Classes (FFS for RACH);

-
Padding (FFS);

-
In-sequence delivery of RLC PDUs if RLC cannot handle the out of sequence delivery caused by HARQ (FFS).
NOTE: 
How the multiplexing relates to the QoS of the multiplexed logical channels is FFS.

8.1.2
Logical Channels

The MAC sublayer provides data transfer services on logical channels. A set of logical channel types is defined for different kinds of data transfer services as offered by MAC. Each logical channel type is defined by what type of information is transferred.

A general classification of logical channels is into two groups:

-
Control Channels (for the transfer of control plane information);

-
Traffic Channels (for the transfer of user plane information).

There is one MAC entity per cell. MAC generally consists of several function blocks (transmission scheduling functions, per UE functions, MBMS functions, MAC control functions, transport block generation…). Transparent Mode is only applied to BCCH (FFS) and PCCH.

8.1.2.1
Control Channels

Control channels are used for transfer of control plane information only. The control channels offered by MAC are:

-
Broadcast Control Channel (BCCH)


A downlink channel for broadcasting system control information.

-
Paging Control Channel (PCCH)


A downlink channel that transfers paging information. This channel is used when the network does not know the location cell of the UE.
-
Common Control Channel (CCCH)


FFS: this channel is used by the UEs having no RRC connection with the network (need is FFS depending on whether the access mechanism is contained in L1. If RACH is visible as a transport channel, CCCH would be used by the UEs when accessing a new cell or after cell reselection).

-
Multicast Control Channel (MCCH)


A point-to-multipoint downlink channel used for transmitting MBMS control information from the network to the UE, for one or several MTCHs. This channel is only used by UEs that receive MBMS.
NOTE: 
It is FFS how MBMS scheduling is transmitted by either L2/3 signalling on MCCH or L1 signalling.
-
Dedicated Control Channel (DCCH)


A point-to-point bi-directional channel that transmits dedicated control information between a UE and the network. Used by UEs having an RRC connection.

8.1.2.2
Traffic Channels

Traffic channels are used for the transfer of user plane information only. The traffic channels offered by MAC are:

-
Dedicated Traffic Channel (DTCH)


A Dedicated Traffic Channel (DTCH) is a point-to-point channel, dedicated to one UE, for the transfer of user information. A DTCH can exist in both uplink and downlink.

-
Multicast Traffic Channel (MTCH)


A point-to-multipoint downlink channel for transmitting traffic data from the network to the UE. This channel is only used by UEs that receive MBMS.
8.1.3
Mapping between logical channels and transport channels

The figure below depicts the mapping between logical and transport channels (in grey the items for FFS):
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Figure 8.1.3: Mapping between logical channels and transport channels

8.1.3.1
Mapping in Uplink

In Uplink, the following connections between logical channels and transport channels exist:

-
CCCH can be mapped to RACH: FFS if access procedure is not contained within L1;

-
CCCH can be mapped to Uplink SCH: FFS if just a transient (random) ID is assigned for the resource request, the actual e.g. RRC Connection Request message has still to contain a UE identifier and therefore such message is considered to be a CCCH message, even if it’s transported on the UL-SCH, since the UE is not in RRC_CONNECTED state at this stage;

-
DCCH can be mapped to UL- SCH;

-
DTCH can be mapped to UL-SCH.

8.1.3.2
Mapping in Downlink

In Downlink, the following connections between logical channels and transport channels exist:

-
BCCH can be mapped to BCH;

-
BCCH can be mapped to DL-SCH: FFS;

-
PCCH can be mapped to PCH;

-
CCCH can be mapped to DL-SCH: FFS if CCCH exists;

-
DCCH can be mapped to DL-SCH;

-
DTCH can be mapped to DL-SCH;

-
MTCH can be mapped to DL-SCH: FFS;
-
MTCH can be mapped to MCH;

-
MCCH can be mapped to DL-SCH: FFS;

-
MCCH can be mapped to MCH: FFS.

8.2
RLC Sublayer
The main services and functions of the RLC sublayer include:
-
Transfer of upper layer PDUs supporting AM, UM or TM data transfer (FFS);

-
Error Correction through ARQ;

-
Segmentation according to the size of the TB;

-
Resegmentation when necessary (e.g. when the radio quality, i.e. the supported TB size changes) (FFS if it takes place at PDU or SDU level);

-
Concatenation of SDUs for the same radio bearer is FFS;

-
In-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs;

-
Duplicate Detection;

-
Protocol error detection and recovery;
-
Flow Control (FFS between aGW and eNB);
-
SDU discard (FFS);

-
Reset.
Note that the reliability of RLC is configurable: for some bearers may tolerate rare losses (e.g. TCP traffic).
8.3
PDCP Sublayer
A model of the PDCP sublayer is illustrated in the figure below.
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Figure 8.3: Model of PDCP sublayer
The main services and functions of the PDCP sublayer include:

-
Header compression and decompression: ROHC only;

-
Transfer of user data: transmission of user data means that PDCP receives PDCP SDU from the NAS and forwards it to the RLC layer and vice versa;

-
Ciphering of user plane data and control plane data (NAS Signalling);

-
Integrity protection of control plane data (NAS signalling);

-
Integrity protection of user plane data is FFS.

NOTE:
The UP and CP PDCP entities are located in the UPE and MME, respectively.

NOTE:
When compared to UTRAN, the lossless DL RLC PDU size change is not required.

8.4
RRC

This subclause provides an overview on services and functions provided by the RRC sublayer.

8.4.1
Services and Functions

The main services and functions of the RRC sublayer include:

-
Broadcast of System Information related to the non-access stratum (NAS);

-
Broadcast of System Information related to the access stratum (AS);

-
Paging;

-
Establishment, maintenance and release of an RRC connection between the UE and E-UTRAN including:

-
 Allocation of temporary identifiers between UE and E-UTRAN;

-
Configuration of radio resources for RRC connection.

-
Security functions including:

-
Integrity protection for RRC messages;

-
Ciphering for RRC messages (FFS).

-
Establishment, maintenance and release of point to point Radio Bearers including configuration of radio resources for the Radio Bearers;
-
Mobility functions including:

-
UE measurement reporting and control of the reporting for inter-cell and inter-RAT mobility;

-
Inter-cell handover;

-
UE cell selection and reselection and control of cell selection and reselection;

-
Context transfer between eNBs.

-
Notification for multicast/broadcast services (FFS);

-
Establishment, maintenance and release of Radio Bearers for multicast/broadcast services, including configuration of the Radio Bearers (FFS);

-
QoS management functions (FFS is spread across multiple layers);

-
UE measurement reporting and control of the reporting;
-
MBMS control (FFS);
-
NAS direct message transfer to/from NAS from/to UE (FFS).
8.4.2
RRC protocol states & state transitions

RRC uses the following states:

-
RRC_IDLE:

-
UE specific DRX configured by NAS;

-
Broadcast of system information;

-
Paging;

-
Cell re-selection mobility;

-
The UE shall have been allocated an id which uniquely identifies the UE in a tracking area;

-
No RRC context stored in the eNB.

-
RRC_CONNECTED:

-
UE has an E-UTRAN-RRC connection;

-
UE has context in E-UTRAN;

-
E-UTRAN knows the cell which the UE belongs to;

-
Network can transmit and/or receive data to/from UE;

-
Network controlled mobility (handover);

- 
Neighbour cell measurements;

-
At RLC/MAC level:

- 
UE can transmit and/or receive data to/from network;

- 
UE monitors control signalling channel for shared data channel to see if any transmission over the shared data channel has been allocated to the UE;

- 
UE also reports channel quality information and feedback information to eNB;

-
DRX/DTX period can be configured according to UE activity level for UE power saving and efficient resource utilization. This is under control of the eNB.
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